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– 3 – TOP SECRET
 
iv) T-43 class mine-sweepers 12 (product […]
 stopped - […]
 
v) P-6 class motor torpedo boats 80 (product  […]
 stopped - […]
 
There was sharp reduction in ship-building activities […] 1960. However, the Chinese themselves are known […] designed and constructed smaller vessels like Sha[…] class fast patrol boats and also the modified P-6 […] torpedo boats. Production of marine engineering […] components and electronic and ordnance equipment […] ships began with Soviet assistance in 1958. Since […] 1962 China has constructed for W-class submarines […] Shanghai and more were being built at Wachang. […] ballistic missile-carrying submarine of the Soviet G-class was completed in 1965. Construction of fast patrol boats (Motor Torpedo Boat and Motor Gun Boat), personnel landing craft, coastal mine-sweepers and escort vessels continued during 1963 and appeared to have been stepped up in 1964.
 
Nuclear Weapons & Missiles: 
The USSR and China entered into a formal agreement in 1957 to develop atomic energy and missiles in China and a programme for building atomic reactors and developing missiles was under way.  Progress was halted three years later when Soviet technicians left China. In 1962, China having re-appraised its defense requirements, decided to give the highest priority to the development of nuclear weapons and missiles. China now has a gaseous diffusion plant in Lanchou to produce enriched uranium and this is enriched further to weapon grade strength through the electromagnetic process. China is also producing plutonium and is further expanding its capacity to produce uranium. With the available production of uranium and plutonium, China has the capacity to produce […] 24 bombs a year depending on the size. It has already exploded two atomic bombs (of 20 and 40 kilo-ton capacity) using highly enriched U-235 and employing the explosion technique. There is evidence to indicate that arrangements for the fabrication of [atomic] bombs and their storage have already made good progress.  The present capacity of China may be summed up as follows:–
 
i)  It is in a position to make a heavy atomic bomb of 10,000 lbs.  
 
ii)  By the end of 1966, the size of the bomb could be reduced so that it becomes deliverable by an IL-28 light bomber.  
 
iii) By the middle of 1967, China could have a nuclear armed missiles with a range of 1,000 miles. 
 
China has made considerable progress during the last […] years, in the field of missiles also.  It has been making surface-to-surface ballistic missiles with a range of about 30 miles, air-to-air missiles copied from the Side-Winder missiles and a 400 mile range ballistic missile.  It is also known to have carried out test-firings of 600-1,000 miles range ballistic missiles in 1962-63.   
 
–––––––––––––
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            	January 9, 1966
	Secret Letter from the Indian Embassy in Beijing to the Foreign Secretary in New Delhi, No. PEK/104/66, 'China and the West'

The Indian Embassy in Beijing sent a letter to the Indian Foreign Secretary to prove an analysis of Chinese foreign policy, such as Beijing's relationship with the West and the impact of Sino-Soviet split on Chinese foreign relations.


	January 20, 1966
	Top Secret Note No. D.185-NG/66 from the Ministry of External Affairs (East Asia Division), Copy no. 36, authored by A.K. Damodaran (Deputy Secretary, East Asia Division)

The note describes India's difficulty in the assessment of Chinese defense production due to the absence of official statistics.
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India’s Nuclear History, Frozen in Time

The melting Bossons glacier is revealing Indian government documents buried since the crash that killed Homi Bhabha in January 1966.



Go to Sources & Methods 









  
    
      
        Citation

        
          
        
      

      
        
          

          

        

        

          
            Excerpt of an Indian Document on Chinese Nuclear Delivery Capability

          


          
            
              
                "Excerpt of an Indian Document on Chinese Nuclear Delivery Capability", January 1966, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Collection of Françoise Rey of Chamonix, France.
                
                                      https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/155181
                                    
                

              

            

          


        

      

    

  












  








      
  
    
      
  
    

  

  
    
      

        
          
            

          

          
            
              
                About Digital Archive

                The Wilson Center Digital Archive is a resource where students, researchers and specialists can access once-secret documents from governments and organizations all over the world. Constructed and maintained by the Wilson Center’s History and Public Policy Program, the Digital Archive contains declassified historical materials from archives around the world, including diplomatic cables, high level correspondence, meeting minutes, intelligence estimates, and more. With much of this information available in English translation, the historical documents enrich international scholarship, history education, and public policy debate on important global issues and challenges.

                
                  About the Archive
                
              

            

          

        


      

      

        
          
            

          

          
            
              
                History & Public Policy Program

                The History and Public Policy Program strives to make public the primary source record of 20th and 21st century international history from repositories around the world, to facilitate scholarship based on those records, and to use these materials to provide context for classroom, public, and policy debates on global affairs.

                
                  About the Program
                
              

            

          

        


      

    

  



  




  
    
      
        
          

            
              
                
                [image: Wilson Center Digital Archive Logo]
              
            
                
            
  Primary Footer Nav

  

        
        	
        People
      
	
        Places
      
	
        Topics
      
	
        Catalog
      
	
          To Top


  


  


          


        

      

    

  

  

    
      
        
          
            
              History and Public Policy Program

              
                Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

                One Woodrow Wilson Plaza - 1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004-3027
              

            


                
            
  Secondary Footer Nav

  

        
        	
          wilsoncenter.org
                  
	
          Contact Us
                  
	
          Donate
                  


  


  



          

        

      

    

  





  










