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Summary:

This is a memorandum of a conversation between the first secretary of the Soviet
embassy in East Berlin, Rodin, and the director of the West Berlin Press Office, Gunter
Struve, with regard to China's intention to establish a trade representation in West
Berlin. Apart from stressing that by initiating diplomatic relations with West Berlin, China
is not implicitly acknowledging the existing international agreements, Rodin makes clear
that East Germany will not rescind the rules on obligatory currency exchange for citizens
of Western states.
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Verm efr'k

ﬂber.ein Gespridch des Gen§saen y Rodin, I. Sekrétﬁf

der sowjetischen Botschaft mlt dem Leiter des Westberllner
fPreaaeamteB, Dr. Struve - . i

kGenqsse Rodin informierte mich am 30. 11. 1973 iiber das oben-
angefithrte Gespriich, das am 29. 11. unmittelbar nach dem Ge= .
sppﬁch‘fon Bahr mit Westberliner Fuhrungsgremlen stattfand.f

. Struve erklidrte, daB Schlitz es in dem Gesprdch mit Bahr
ngeschafft habe, daB -er den Standpunkt des Senats in der B
_'Frage'des'Mindeatumtauschés unterstiitzt®. Bahr und die Re-~

. §ierung der BRD éeien, nach Struve, "jetzt der Meinung, dafl
die MaBnahme der DDR auch den Buchstaben der Vereinbarung
verletzt". Weiter duberte Struve, daB Brandt wﬁhfend seines
.bevorstehenden Besuches in Westberlln ndiésen Standpunkt be=-

_ikraftlgen wird®,

‘Struve erklédrte weiter, wenn die Gespréche zwischen Kunze’

und Mitdénk zu keiner Regeluﬁg der Angelegenheit des liindest~
‘umtausches im Sinne des Senats fiihrten, wiirdél sowohl die Re-
~glerung der BRD als auch die westlichen Alliierten eingeschal-
‘tet:werden. - . ' '

Struve versuchte dahlngehend Druck auszuuben, daB er auf
Folgen fiir die DDR ind die Sowjetunion verwies, wenn slch die
DDR:nighu'zu,elner Anderung des Mindestumtausches bereit
fiﬁde”(Krﬁditfragé und ' Europ#ische Sicherheitskonferenz).
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Genosse Rodin hat Siruve dcmuegcnuber sohr nachdrucklich ;
unseren Standpunkt zur Prage des hlndeatumtuusches darge--

, LA*e befinde. Dic letzien Umrrabcn haLten 5ezci"t dal die
1 - Populariiit von Brandt und sciner Reglerung ~csunxen sei.j
Das 1dse in den Fuhrungsgremien der SFPD Beuorsn;s aus. Anf‘;
dererseits hi.te nach Melnung von Stiruve, Schiitz an Populabi—
tit gewonnen auf Grund seiner "harten Linie”. Die Uestberliner
SYD und der Sonat wirden es als eine ihver Aufgaben behen,"
"der Regierung der BRD cine harte Linie aufzuzw;nuen“ :

el

 Genosse Rodin warnte Struve vor einer solchen,ﬂhqxtenyLihie"

2. Vihrend des ch;rdchos HuBerte Struve ‘den wunsch, wie Genos-
se Rodin erklir: e, mit mir zu einenm "1nofflzzellen G
zuoamaenuuureffen. Genosse Rodin stellte dic Frage, wie: ich'
dalubcr denke. Ich ﬂntwortcte, daid ich in der’ gegenwnrtigen
u¢tuatlon ein solches 1norfl21elle“ Gesprach mit Struve: nich-‘
fir zweckniBiy crachte. Veiter erklirte ich daB 1ch natﬁrlichﬂ_
hierlber meine Vorges otzten lnformlere.-' '

3. Struve gin* wilirend dos Gounrdchs auch auf dia Halt
Pck;ngs zu ‘‘estberlin betreffenden Fragcn’ cin, Im Zuuammen-‘
hanb nit dem kirzlichen Beguch von Genscher in den VR China
Hduderte Siruve, daB "die Chinesen unseren Standownct’ voll
und ganz unterstitzen". Dic chlnCvxnhe Scite habe sich” un
den Scnat mit dem Vorschlag gewandt, elne Handelsvertrety
und ein Gencralkbnsulat der VR China in Weatberlin zu er-

O .
treter erilivt v, daP dlese 0. a.’ Inutltutlon “dirckt der
Botschalt der VR China .in Bonn unterutellt*wurde"
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Genosse Rodin bemerkte, falls alesc Angzaben von Struvo
zutriifen, vurde dieses Verhalten der chinesischon Scite
eindeutip: don TFestlepungen des Vierseitigen Abliommens

wiﬁdrsprecﬁ&ﬁ?‘Eﬁ'ﬁel orrenicundig, dal der Scnat in

..der Auseinandersetzung mit ans auch versuche, *“die chl-

nesische Karte auszuspielcen".

Gen. Fischer ‘
Gen, Dr. Kohl

Gen. XKrolikowski/FO
'2ID "
Abt. BRD
‘Botschaft Peking
Abt. WB’ '

[atere SEN
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West Berlin Department
Berlin, December 3, 1973

Memorandum

about a discussion between Comrade Rodin, 1st Secretary of the Soviet Embassy,
with the Head of the West Berlin Press Office, Dr. Struve

Comrade Rodin informed me of the above cited conversation, which took place on
November 29 immediately after Bahr’s discussion with the West Berlin executive
committees.

1. Struve explained, that in the conversation with Bahr, Schitz allegedly
“accomplished that he [Bahr] would support the Senate’s position on the question of
the minimum exchange.” Bahr and the BRD government are allegedly, according to
Struve, “now of the opinion that the measure taken by the DDR also violates the
letter of the agreement.” Further, Struve expressed that Brandt “will strengthen this
position” during his upcoming visit to West Berlin.

Struve explained further that if the discussions between Kunze and Mitdank do not
lead to an arrangement on the business of the minimum exchange along the Senate’s
lines, then not only the BRD government but also the Western allies would be brought
in.

Struve attempted to that effect to exert pressure in that he pointed to consequences
for the DDR and the Soviet Union if the DDR did not find itself ready for a change of
the minimum exchange (Credit question and European Security Conference).

Comrade Rodin in contrast very expressively stated our position on the question of
the minimum exchange and warned against attempts to further sharpen the
situation.

Struve thereupon explained that our side should understand that the SPD allegedly
finds itself in a “very difficult domestic political situation.” The last polls supposedly
showed that the popularity of Brandt and his government have sunk. This has led to
concern among SPD leadership circles. On the other hand, according to Struve,
Schutz had gained popularity due to his “hard line.” The West Berlin SPD and the
Senate would see it as one of their duties “to force a hard line on the BRD
government.”

Comrade Rodin warned Struve against such a “hard line.”

2. During the conversation, Struve expressed the desire, as Comrade Rodin
explained, to meet me for an “unofficial conversation.” Comrade Rodin asked me
what | think about it. | responded that | do not find such an unofficial conversation
with Struve to be appropriate in the current situation. Further, | explained that | would
of course inform my superiors about this.

3. Struve also went into the opinion of Beijing on the questions affecting West Berlin
during the conversation. In connection with the Genscher’s short visit to the PRC,
Struve expressed that “the Chinese support our position fully and completely.” The
Chinese side allegedly turned to the Senate with the suggestion to open a Chinese
trade representation and a general consulate in West Berlin. According to Struve’s
statements, the Chinese representative had explained that the above-mentioned
institution would be “directly subordinate to the embassy of the PRC in Bonn.”
Comrade Rodin remarked that if these statements from Struve were true, then the
behavior of the Chinese side would explicitly contradict the agreements of the
Quadripartite Agreement. To him, it is apparent that the Senate tried to “play the
Chinese card” in the discussion with us.

[signature]
Mitdank

Distribution:
Gen. Fischer
Gen. Dr. Kohl
Gen Krolikowski/FO
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