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ABSTRACT. These are the minutes of the meeting of the National Directorate of the 
Socialist Party which made the decision to accept the deployment and vote for it in 
the Parliamentary debate, even if the PSI was not part of the government yet. The 
minutes contain a long presentation by the future Defense Mnister, Lelio Lagorio,  
which explains the strategic rational behind the deployment. A lively debate follows, 
during which Craxi and Lagorio steer the Central Committee towards accepting the 
deployment. 
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