guest-house at

7.20 p.m

lutionary

1 arrived to
arranged with
his residence at
unt il Mr Muldoon's

Muldoon should be
the Ambassador.
s Muldoon and the
Minister and Mr Corner
meeting Chai rman
was

and handshakes

ty went through the red
enter a quite different
trees stretched out
round the lakeside,

1

paths,

and

t he hall to a small
well-used armchai rs)
es and books an d
areas emitted a gent ly
incense.)

Chairman

s armchair to a
ter/nurse)

and

with him.

Photograp hers

Hua

feng and

Chiao Kuan-hua were in attendance.
moved out to the reception room;

Mrs Muldoon and Mr Atkins
Chairman Mao was assisted

to his armchair and slumped back in it in a state of seeming
collapse;
Kuo-feng,

his int erpreter/ nurse sat close behind him;

Hua

Mr Muldoon an d Mr Corner and a male interpreter

sat in armchairs in a semi-circle.

Hot towels and large

cups of tea were provided but not used.

Various tables had on th em neatly arranged magazine s
and books,

and writing pads and pencils.

he presumably read and wrote most

(a

and a reading table a few yards away )
white face cloths.
meeting.

)

( But

In two places where

table by his armchair
there were piles of

he had no need to use one during the

When photographers came in at the beginning of the
conversation wi th Mr Muldoon,

th e nurse / interpreter moved

Mao in his chair from a nearly comatose to an uprigh t
position;

he did not seem

able

to move unaided;

but later

in the meeting when he saw a photographer co ming forward he
sat more upright wi thout help.

Mao had been carefully dressed in a grey tunic suit.
As we were going out I noticed that he was slumped back in
his chair and the nurse / interpreter was making haste to undo
the collar of his tunic.

The effort involved to undertake

this short meeting had clearly taxed his physical resources
to the limit.

The kindness and gentleness of everyone present
towards Mao was especially noteworthy.

(

measure of agreement
and understanding.

r courage and strength

1

e

sh

s

(4

1.

never

't 1

our tests.

You should

curse
rcumstances

which you are placed.

ear war and nuclear tests and
we

stand

ars tests

11

si tuation.
underground.

That will

s
scus

were

ons

an?
now has good relations
problems between us.
s as friendly.
Union,

We

as does China.

the Unit ed States,

Europe,

s.
long were you in the
sity?

ars

I was at Harvard University.

s.

We have some

we shall over come .
see the only serious
and aggression of

came to an end.
assis

Mao was

et from the armchair to

s

s

s.

assisted out of his armchai r
se while shaking
ing into upright
graphers were at
armchair.

(

were occasional grunts and
out the necessary word.
and gentle,

would

s seeming to peer int o
em

esumably in Mandarin )
them into p olished,
times,

especially ·when

matters -

in the

on matters raised by Mr Muldoon a sound and wait
sh e had got it right;
and sympathetically,
was say ing what he wanted
he would ask for pencil
eter would steady the
wr

a number of characters

t imes when
speak,
one

or for

arms int o ope ration

mov ing him as he made
succeedi ng points.

4

(5

as was t he atmosphere
ster,
felt

Hua Kuo- feng,
eat affection

state a nd his problem
ere was
esent

no sign of

gentleness,

eling

even

