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Israel's Security Problem @&

Ambassader Harman remarked that the ewrrent quiescent state of affairs in
the Middle Rsst has prevailed for four years, Since 1958, the UAR's subversive
efforts had been effectively checked in Jordan, Lebanon, and Irags. The regent
Baghdad meeting of the Arab League had revealed the “roll-back™ of UAR-inepired,
nationalist trends among the Arzbs, Hasser no% having been able to domivate in
the old marmer, When Mr, Bundy said that perhaps’'the "roll-back" had "pelled®
Hazser right down to the Congo, the Ambassador said the suggestion was not partigke
larly far-fetched, that Nasser is a restless spirit and wien checked in ong ares
is obliged to sesk an outlet elsewhere and Afries is now a major W. P AN
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Ambassador Harman said that despite the prevailing ealm there ars m ‘ 3 "
important elements for anxiety in the Middle East, In general, amd 1y Tl
for Israel, Of these, rearmament 1s the most sensitive, Egypt has been setting

the pace since 1955, when it first began to asquire Soviet sxms, Simce the end

of 1957 it has moved toward the acquisition of the Soviets'! MIG-19, which bya .
large wargin is a better plane than anything the Israelis have, and capable of ',,/{’, }
delivering alr-to-air missiles., When Mr, Bundy asked what type of missile, - 3
Ambaasador Herman said that he is not informed on this point, but it iz a aixty

the MIG-19 would cmyamissilabe«q;gof its tremendous speed and high f1 Bt |
ceiling, It will out-match the Iarselis' best jet, the French "Super-iiysters®, A
and, accordingly, the Tsraelis are now dealing with the French for the "lﬂ.'!'lra'. i
which, hmve\rer, cannot be delivered for another eighteen months, ‘ ‘L
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' The Ambassador sald Tsrasl hasg convineing evidemce that the AR alrsady tas
the MIG-19's and that some may alse have been delivered to Irsg, Furthermure, et
Soviet training crews have arrived in Wgypt. ; =

hsked 4f Tspasl ’aoiiam the TAR'e ﬂghtsr—pilm are better quelified than
formerly, the Aubassador jaitd that the UAR has gone to tremendous and successful
efforts 1o raise the qu of its training and inter-servicas coordination,
The Egyptlans had lear: most important lasson to be gained from theiy expepri-
encas in the Sinad, heve eddressed uonaidcrn‘bh effort to improving the saliibre
of thelr offiser gorps,

Egypt's improved military posture has undarscored a question, broechsd with
the State Department over a yesr ago, of Israel's abdlily to meet 2 sudden aiy
attack, The Ambassador described Israel az a small country with no defense in
depth, a marpew ten-mile walst, and greatest dimengions no more than 50 miles by
350 milsss The TAR has twenty-six airfields in the twe provinces, and by virtue
of peographic advantage csn shuttle back and for#h over Israel, which has only
three operational fislds plus a fourth civilian alrfield which could be pressed
into use in & crisis, All this means that Israel's jet fightar capacity could be
knocked out immedistely and the country's communications system destroyed, thus
creating great difficulties for mam power mobilizatiom, which depends on quick
sommunications with a large reserve to sugmsnt ¢ small standing srmy. Ansloipeting
the vulnerability that is now rapldly dndwh;. Israel a ,ﬂr tgg asked the

. United States fer anti-aireraft n:l.uﬂ.u. N v
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Washington. Howswer, the United States did not wish to intyreduce offensive
ox‘*g~ent in the Middle Zost spd advised YIsrael to seek its major requiremenis
from "traditiona)l sources®, »rincipally the French and the British, The United
States had agreed to s=ll carly-warning equipment on three-year oredit terks and
an Israel electroniss team recently complated a tour of United States installa-
tions and factorles to become acquainted with the eruioment, It has now retumed
to Israel, which is in the process of deciding whether or not to place am order,

At the same time, Ambassador Hesrman continued, the United States agreed %o
take inte comsideration the additional burden placed on ths economy by Israel'a
dafense requirements, While unwilling to finance such procurement directly, the
Tsraslis had bsen informed, the United States would sindy the impact of arms
expenditures in congldering Isrsel's applications in the several categories of
aide

Mr, Bundy asksd the Ambassador if he wes reopening the requsst for missiles
or merely signalling the fact that such a request was in the offing,

Ambassador Harman said he was not under instruction, even to signal the
poseibility of such a reguest, but that Israel is now reviewing its cireumstances
in the light of the UAR's acquisition of the MIG-19,

Ambassador Harmen mentioned briefly the posseibility of regional disarmament,
which might be easily aschieved in the Near Bast by agreement among the big
powers, inamsuch s all countrles there are obliged to look to the major powers
for "deadly stuff", Because of the volatility of the area the introduction of
each new device in the offensive field carries with it great changes.

Israel’s Atomic Reactor

¥r. Bundy asked the Ambassador if Tsrsel's construction of an atomic reactor
does not represent the intweduction of Jjust the sort of sensitive factor he was
speaking about.

Ambassador Harman said that Israel has no intention of manufacturing the
bomb and the reactor itself is three or four ysars away from operation,

Mr, Bundy pressed the point of the development's impact om Arad aphien.
Ambsssador Hayman replied that the manner of its revelation to the world had
created unoecessary tensiem. It had "spilled out* in am unfortunate mamner.
Asked for details, Ambassador Harman it had been leaked out gquite unnecessarily,
~ im truth had had an adverse effect in the arsa, Hasser threatening te mobilize
four million men, all of which had been very unpleassnt for Israel.

He said the sensational speculation was m foundation, and, as he had
indicated to the Secretary of State, Israel has no intention for uses other than
pesceful. A visit to the reactor, {n which this Govermmsent had expressed an
faberest, probably would be arranged by Ben-Gurior if he were restored to pewer in
the weke of the present Cabinet criais. Mr. w: suggestion that he had ne
doubt Ben-(urion, who might be regarded as the Sehumanmn~Heink of the political

SECTRE

INFORMATION COPY




DECLASSIFIED

Authority NNDc\L{C{ 5 r’ 0

roturn W Lsraells [:-:'»'f:;iﬁ:r-:.i"l; was recelved good~
g, Mr, Pundy prassed imbatsador Harman on the question
of Arab somcern with the atomic ensrgy development,

ior Harman deprecated its lmportange, He said it is a small reacter,
the UAR were to anncunce s similar development, even one much larger, to
iedicated to tha same puwrposes intended feor Israel's, his Government would ned
neernads
My, Bundy remariked nn the 1rapr11:uc‘1e of the expenditure whieh must be repre-

onted by such a development, but Ambassador Harman seild that 1t is modest in
copa, to be devoled sxcelusively to sclentific experimentation and the tralning
¥ a corps of scientists who, fifteen years from now, would be an important
sgaet, if by that time the great povers had made a "break-through" to establish
saceful nses on an sconomic bhasis,

Ambagsador Harman suzcested again that the United States would be well-advised
to congider disarmament for the area, A subsidiary benefit would be halting the
flow of Communist srms to Afrieca. He said Israel intelligence reveals that
Communist elsments in African countries are receiving arms, not direectly from the
Soviets but with the UAR as an entrepot,

The Jordan Bilver Problam
A
Mr. Bundy asked the Ambassador how he assessed the Jordan Valley problem and
the posaibility of ocutside help for its solution.

Ambassador Harman reminded Mr., Bundy of the Eric Johnston mission's fallure
to achieva agreement among the several riparian states for an equitable division
of the waters, the Plan having been agreed upon by the techniclans but feiling
when gsubmitted to the Arab govermments. Since then, he said, the Depariment of
State had agreed to a modus operandl under which it would assiet separate but ol 2
parallel developwents Tn Isrsel and Jordan whish would remain within ﬂ Mﬂ : e A
established by the Johnston Plan, ‘

When ¥Mr. Bundy asked if this approach is feasibls to the full
realization of the Johmston concept, Mr. Gasit said that the imponderable is the

question of Jordanian ability, from the standpoimt of its relations with its ,!
neighbors; to view with equanimity Israel's  from the Jordan system it =
shors of the water, probably starting in late or 1963, R FIN g
T o

He described the essence of the Plan a8 Ilml'l use of the m ww‘ i
Jordan's ae. Qf -the Ve, Pt e

inbagsatior Harman indieated that the d.g.'tl nf politisal danger sarre
the start of Israel's diversion ef the river would depend pn Jordanian cirowm
2t the time, There would be no uploam if Jordan by that time were itl,«

relatively viable position. Mr. Bundy asked if there is covert ke ,‘}”
hetween Tsrael and Jordan on such problems and was informed that there is W lgj "IE‘*
1ittle, so little, in faet, as to amount to "no more than telepathy®, L
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The Ambassador describsd Jordan'®s econopic developmeni as important not
only in the interests of the Jordanisam' welfare but bessuse Jordan's continued
existance is esssntial to the stability of the entire area, and for that reason
degerves any infusion of strength that the West is able to swpply,.

Arsb Refugeas

Discussion of Jordan's contribution te the stability of the area led directly
to a statement volunteered by Ambassador Heymen that Jarael has interested Lbself
in and hsas discussed with the Department Jerdsn's evonomis development snd the
poasibility of coupling it with efforts to move forwerd with the Arab refugee
problem. He described Jordan as an excellent provimg ground for sfforts teo dis-
perge the refugees because there are no political or oivil barriers between the
refugees and the rest of the populace, If & pool of 100,000 jobs could be
ereated in Jordan, it would draw off emough of the refugees to begin a dispersal
from the camps and the disappearance of the problem. Mr. Bundy asked the
Ambassador if he believes the Arabs are any more willing than before o consider
solutions, not involving a return to Tsrael, Ambassador Harman replied that he
finde hope in the area's heightened interest in economic development, which might

‘make things possible now that were out of the question some years ago. The whole

area 1s developmente-minded,

¥r. Gaszit suggested that an intelligent development of the Yarmuk wﬂd
provide 1,0,000 of the 100,000 jobs mentionsd by Ambassador Harman,

After an exchenge of assurances that the atiom of the present relative

tranquillity of the area is mugh to be desired, the Isrmelis departed with

. ¥, Bundy's sssurances that he would be glad to reseive them at any iime, He

however, mmmamwmmmmmm

. remarked,
. be approeched through the State w
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