
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

April 8, 1991
Third Round of Soviet-Chinese Negotiations: A

Mutual Reduction of Armed Forces and a
Strengthening of Confidence in the Military Field in

the Border Region

Citation:

"Third Round of Soviet-Chinese Negotiations: A Mutual Reduction of Armed Forces and a
Strengthening of Confidence in the Military Field in the Border Region", April 8, 1991,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, Vitalii Leonidovich Kataev Papers, Box 10-16, Hoover
Institution Archives. Translated by Gary Goldberg.
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/208984

Summary:

This document discusses lessons learned from dealing with the Chinese in the previous
two rounds of negotiations regarding the reduction of military presence at the
Sino-Soviet border and the plan to jointly produce a draft general agreement on the
issue. 

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY)

Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Translation - English

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

for the third round of
the Soviet-Chinese negotiations on 
a mutual reduction of armed forces 
and a strengthening of confidence
in the military field in the border region

During the third round of negotiations the Chinese delegation declared that its main
goal was the discussion of two issues with the Soviet delegation:

First: Concerning a shift to the development of a draft general agreement concerning
the entire set of issues of a mutual reduction of armed forces and a strengthening of
confidence in the military field in the border region.

Second: Concerning the possible content of a general agreement which should be
based on the 24 April 1990 Agreement about the guiding principles. At the same time
the Chinese side thinks that a provision of a political nature, the non-use of the armed
forces of the parties deployed in the border regions to attack one another, should be
reflected in the general agreement.

In the opinion of the Chinese delegation when agreement in this regard is reached at
the Moscow round each Party will prepare its draft, then after some time the parties
could exchange them, and on this basis begin to develop a joint draft of a general
agreement at the Beijing round (the middle of June of this year).

The Chinese delegation proceeds from an understanding that the preparation of a
joint draft of an agreement will require much time and effort, while individual
quantitative parameters [will require] a comparatively long agreement. 

In our view, on the whole the further holding of negotiations on the basis of the
development of a general agreement fits into our conceptual view of the negotiations
and existing instructions.

It would be advisable by the end of the Moscow round to express agreement with the
idea of the development of a general agreement about the entire set of issues of the
mutual reduction of armed forces, stipulating in the process that its substance will be
based on the clauses of the Agreement about the guiding principles. Say that we will
pass our draft of an agreement to the Chinese side as soon as it is prepared.

Bear in mind that experience gained in previous rounds and the corresponding
instructions to the delegation will be used when drawing up our draft. The draft will
be submitted for approval in the established procedure.

[signed]

(G. V. Kireyev) (Krivitsky)
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