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TH E W H ITE H O U SE  

W A SH IN G TO N

M E M O R A N D U M O F C O N V E R S A T IO N

SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS;

DATE, TIM E  

AND PLACE:

M eeting with President Lech W alesa of Poland

The President 
The Vice President
W arren Christopher, Secretary of State 

Anthony Lake, Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 

Charles Kupchan, NSC Staff, Notetaker

Lech W alesa, President of Poland
Krzysztor Skubiszewski, M inister of Foreign
Affairs
Janusz Ziolokowski, M inister of State, Office 

of the President
Kasim ier Dziewanowski, Am bassador to the U.S. 
M ieczyslaw W achowski, Secretary of State, 
Office of the President 
Zbigniew Lewicki, Interpreter

April 21, 1993 

Oval Office
2:00 - 3:00 pm

President W alesa: I was a leader of the revolution in Poland.
But I had no idea of the eventual outcom e: the overturning of 
Com m unism . Now we are faced with post-com m unism  and the task of 
building structures to replace com m unist society. A key part of 
this process has to be increased reliance on regional 
cooperation. W e need to m ake use of Visegrad and develop close 

ties with Ukraine and Belarus. After decades of Soviet 
dom ination, we are all afraid of Russia. It is im portant to 

rem em ber that this is the first tim e in history that the Soviet 
arm y has withdrawn from  territory peacefully. If Russia again 

adopts an aggressive foreign policy, that aggression will be 

directed toward Ukraine and Poland. The U.S. is needed to 

prevent this from  happening. President Bush was correct in 

understanding the need for strong defenses. Poland cannot be 

left defenseless; we need to have the protection of U.S. m uscle.

Poland wants freedom  and peace in Europe and friendship with 

Russia. W e can reign in Russia by gradually pushing reform  from  

west to east. This process will require financial assistance.
It will require continued privatization, the em ergence of sm all 
enterprises, and the conversion of defense industry to industry 

that produces consum er goods. It will require increased trade 

with central Europe and m ore outside investm ent in the region.
M ost im portant, we need to put everything into practS.̂iM SSIW feDneed

E.0.135.46,Sec.3i(b)
eO N F ID E N T T A fe  W h ite  Ho u k  G u id e lin es , S ep tem b er  J l,  2 0 0 6

fflW FM T IA L fe ’rS iS?*’
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fishing equipm ent and technical know-how, not fish. The goal 
m ust be to create a Russia that is neither rich nor poor. A very 

poor Russia and a very rich Russia are dangerous outcom es.

The President: I agree with your general outline of the
situation. W e want to provide assistance and develop trade with 

Poland and all form er com m unist countries. The U.S. is the 

second largest investor in Poland, and we hope to encourage m ore 

U.S. investm ent. There are som e outstanding trade disputes in 

the areas of unfair tariffs resulting from  association agreem ents 

with the EC, intellectual property rights, and arm s sales. But 
these are the types of disputes that norm ally arise in relations 

between states. The U.S. has the responsibility to support all 
countries that are standing up for freedom . In this respect, we 

support Russia. W e do not believe that Russia is at present too 

strong. (-6^

President W alesa: It is possible that the reform  process in
Russia will reverse. This would spoil the progress that has been 

m ade in building peace in Europe. The Russian arm y m ay becom e 

factionalized and fight am ong itself. It is also im portant to 

rem ove Russian troops from  foreign territory. If you succeed in 

ensuring that Europe is not again faced with a threat from  

Russia, you will win a Nobel Prize. But firm  actions are needed. 
Russian troops need housing so they can go hom e. M unitions 

stocks are unprotected. The Russian econom y is failing. If the 

Polish econom y fails, Russia's econom y will as well. I am  

particularly scared about nuclear accidents. There is 

insufficient m oney for the necessary safeguards. Your 
responsibility in this area is large. W e are also scared by the 

prospect of having a powerful Germ any on one side and a powerful 
Russia on the other.

The President: W e have given m oney to help nuclear power plants
becom e safer. W e have also tried to pursue investm ents in Russia 

that enhance privatization and econom ic reform , strengthen the 

energy sector, and provide new housing. President Yeltsin wants 

to bring Russian troops hom e, but lacks houses for them . The 

arm y still controls nuclear weapons, so we have to be careful.
In all respects, the U.S. m ust be on the side of dem ocracy and 

reform .

M inister Skubiczewski: President W alesa's com m ents are a point
of reference. It is very im portant to build stability in the 

region and to foster good relations am ong Poland, Russia,
Belarus, and Ukraine. W e need arm s control agreem ents. Poland 

supports the North Atlantic Alliance. NACC is useful in 

developing practical schem es of cooperation with NATO m em bers. I 
would like to see Russia m ore involved in the international 
com m unity. Russia will reem erge as a great power. Can we now  

take steps to affect Russian foreign policy in a way beneficial 
to us? W e need a grand strategy of dem ocratic transform ation. 
There are som e parallels with the M arshall Plan. W e need a 

sim ilarly am bitious program  to help Russia.

■■eeN F iP E N 'P fA E
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The President: W e have a three-prong strategy of assistance.
First, we are trying to prom ote dem ocracy in Russia and ensure 

that Russia pursues a peaceful foreign policy. Second, we have a 

strategy for prom oting reform  in all the republics -- whether 
they be nuclear or non-nuclear states. Third, we are building 

our relationships with countries in Central Europe so that they 

will serve as a source of stability throughout the region. Poles 

m ust understand that the U.S. and Poland share enduring 

interests. W e m ust build on these shared interests. Your 
country's influence will grow in com ing years. No m atter what 
happens in Russia on Sunday, we all face im portant tasks and 

Poland has a large responsibility in the international com m unity.

President W alesa: I agree with you. But which direction will
reform s in Russia com e from ? If Russia expands again, we are in 

great trouble. W e m ust encourage them  to privatize now and 

increase civilian production. Their whole econom ic and political 
system  needs to be changed. I am  afraid to turn on the radio 

because of what I m ight hear about developm ents in Russia. I 
think reform  should m ove through Central Europe to Russia.
Central European states are trying to enter W estern Europe. W e 

can use the ideas and concepts needed to achieve this goal to 

then help Russia. The problem  is that W estern Europe has not yet 
accepted us. The victory over com m unism  was the biggest victory 

in history. But we are not capitalizing on it. -f&)-

The Vice President: Reform  in Poland continues to be a difficult
task. You have m oved very quickly; you are the m ost advanced in 

the post-Com m unist world in term s of dem ocracy and free m arkets. 
Poland is also a good friend of the United States. W e have the 

opportunity to push this relationship forward and build a long
term  partnership. Poland's m ost im portant contribution is in 

providing the ideas and concepts needed to m ake political and 

econom ic change happen.

President W alesa: Ideas and concepts are not enough. W e need to
stop Russian hegem ony. If the U.S. pours m oney into Russia, it 

is not enough. Russia needs an entirely new political and 

econom ic system . It therefore m akes sense to concentrate on 

Central Europe and Ukraine. •(-&)•

The President: You are saying we should start with the other
republics and then later focus on Russia? f&f

President W alesa: Som e countries in the NIS cannot benefit from
assistance; they are too backward. The further west, the greater 

im pact your aid will have. 4G4

M inister Skubiczewski: Yes, we m ust take care of the other
republics. Russia is im portant, but we need to support the 

independence and well-being of the others too.

The President: W e have asked all Russian troops to be withdrawn
from  the foreign soil. W e m ust roll back the threat of 
im perialism  and rem nants of the com m unist system . I am  worried

CONFIDBNTl-ftfe

U ffflfflA t
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short run the m ilitary m ight revolt and cause a setback in 

Russia. I hear your central m essage: Do not put all our eggs in
one basket. As you know, m y first appointm ent was to create an 

am bassador to oversee assistance to all republics of the NIS. W e 

are trying to keep reform  m oving forward throughout the region.

President W alesa: Ukraine is a large and rich country. W e m ust
fo<pus on Ukraine too. Reform  m ust spread from  the W est. W e are 

at a cross-roads --a very difficult and im portant point. 4G-)-

End of Conversation
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