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Summary:
A copy of a memorandum entitled "current essential questions in the Soviet Union's Politics of
Ensuring European Security" submitted by the GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs' director of the Soviet
Union Department to the directors of the West German and West European Departments for
comment. The document outlines Soviet policy and goals towards West Germany and Western
Europe in early 1968.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Internal notification[1]
From: Director of the Soviet Union Department (Goede)
To: Director of the West Germany Department, comrade Dr. Voss[2]
Director of the West European Department, comrade Dr. Oeser[3]
26 April 1968
The attached material
"Current essential questions in the Soviet Union's politics of ensuring European
security"
is determined for submission in the next meeting at the director's level.
We would be thankful if you could give us your opinion in writing – particularly
concerning the conclusions mentioned under II – by 2 May.
Goede[4]
Attachments
Current essential questions in the Soviet Union's politics for guaranteeing European
security
The Soviet Union, in its struggle to ensure European security, assumes Europe to be
the central point in the confrontation between socialism and capitalism. It therefore
emphasises the particular relevance of the Warsaw Treaty's common efforts and the
GDR's role as the Western outpost of the socialist camp. As a central question, the
Soviet Union focuses on the GDR's further international recognition and the isolation
of West German imperialism.
I. The Soviet Union's approach to ensuring European security
1. The Soviet Union's approach to ensuring European security takes into account [the
fact/realisation] that the unity and solidarity among the community of socialist states
are crucial necessities for maintaining peace and security.
Given the policy of "bridge building" as a part of US global strategy towards the
European socialist states, and in view of West German Ostpolitik, the Soviet Union
undertakes great efforts to maintain the principles of socialist internationalism, as a
basic principle, and to maintain the unity between internationalism and national affairs
in the field of political, economic and military relations between the states of the
Warsaw Treaty. [. . .]
2. Within the struggle to ensure European security, the focus of Soviet policy is on
guaranteeing the territorial status quo, aiming at preventing West German plans for a
revision of the results of the Second World War. [. . .]

The Soviet Union's definite position towards the "Neue Ostpolitik" (declaration of 8
December 1967) is designed both to its immediate unmasking and rejection as well as
to strengthening the socialist states' united front, according to our jointly taken
resolutions.
Based on the assumption that imperialism "is pursuing ever more intense efforts
directed at political and ideological undermining of the socialist states, against the
communist and general democratic movement" (resolution of the CPSU's Central
Committee of 10 April 1968), the Soviet Union is also intensifying the theoretical
confrontation against Ostpolitik as one part of imperialism's ideological diversion [of
communism]. This is also served by the further unmasking of the SP[5] leaders' role in
the Grand Coalition.[6]
2.a) In structuring its relations to Western European states based on the principles of
peaceful coexistence between states of different social systems, the Soviet Union
works on the basis of a long-term programme. It is aimed at
-eliminating anti-sovietism and anti-communism through a gradual extension of
political, technological-scientific and cultural relations;
-reducing US and West German influence, in that the Soviet Union (particularly in the
context of NATO and EEC issues) emphasises the Western European states' right to
self-determination and in that the Soviet Union ties highly influential economic elites to
herself through means of cooperation;
-aggravating the contradictions within the Western pact system.[7] In this sense the
Soviet Union supports those forces pleading for their respective states' exit from
NATO in 1969.[8] At the same time the Soviet Union maintains her offer to conclude
an agreement of mutual non-aggression between the Warsaw Treaty states and
NATO states.
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