


  
    




    
    Skip to content
  
  
  
    
      
        

              
            
  Crown Nav

  

        
                	
      
        wilsoncenter.org
              
	
      
        About the Digital Archive
              
	
      
        Donate
              


  
          
        
          Quick Links
        
        	
            wilsoncenter.org
                    
	
            About the Digital Archive
                    
	
            Donate
                    


      

  


  



        

      

    

  

  
    
      

                
          
            
            [image: Wilson Center Digital Archive Logo]
          
        

            
  
Main navigation



  


  
    
    
    
  
  

        

            People
            
            
          

                                

        
   
    
      

  
    
      

      

    

    
      
        
          Featured People

        

      


      
                
          
  
    
[image: Portrait of Mao Zedong from propaganda poster]
    
          
                          
              Icon for Type - People
                      
      Mao, Zedong


                      1893-1976

          

  



        

        
          	
  
    
      Chehab, Emir Farid

                                  (1908-1985)
                  
    
  

	
  
    
      Kim, Il Sung

                                  (1912-1994)
                  
    
  

	
  
    
      Stalin, Joseph

                                  (1879-1953)
                  
    
  

	
  
    
      Castro, Fidel

                                  (1926-2016)
                  
    
  



          
            
            
              See All People
            
          

        

      


    

  






    
  
  



                                          
          
            Places
            
            
          

                                

        
   
    
      

  
    
      

      

    

    
      
        
          Featured Places

        

      


      
                
          
  
    
[image: Soviet soldier taking a photograph of another soldier in Red Square, Moscow, 1959]
    
          
                          
              Icon for Type - Place
                      
      Soviet Union


              Eastern Europe

          

  



        

        
          	
  
    
      China

              (East Asia)
          
    
  

	
  
    
      North Korea

              (East Asia)
          
    
  

	
  
    
      Vietnam

              (Southeast Asia)
          
    
  

	
  
    
      East Germany

              (Eastern Europe)
          
    
  



          
            
            
              See All Places
            
          

        

      


    

  





    
  
  



                                          
          
            Topics
            
            
          

                                

        
   
    
      

  
    
      

      

    

    
      
        
          Featured Topics

        

      


      
                
          
  
    
[image: Photograph of 38th parallel crossing during Korean War]
    
          
                          
              Icon for Type - Topic
                      
      Korean War, 1950-1953


                                (372) documents

                    

  



        

        
          	
  
    
      Cuban Missile Crisis

                                (693)
                    
    
  

	
  
    
      Berlin Wall

                                (51)
                    
    
  

	
  
    
      Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan

                                (209)
                    
    
  

	
  
    
      Space Race

                                (43)
                    
    
  



          
            
            
              See All Topics
            
          

        

      


    

  






    
  
  



                            

        
              
                
                Catalog
              
    
  

    
    
      
      Catalog
    
  







      

    
  

  






    


  
    
      







  
    
      
        
          October 8, 1973

          Discussion between Zhou Enlai and Le Thanh Nghi



                  

      

    

  






  
    
      

        

          

            

                            
                            
                                            

                  

                                          
                        
          











ZHOU ENLAI AND LE THANH NGHI
 
Beijing, 8-10 October 1973
 
 
Zhou Enlai: I would like to comment on the second point about the government in Saigon.  I have to make it clear that to have an early withdrawal of American troops, we did not demand the resignation of Thieu and, moreover, we proposed that internal affairs in South Vietnam be solved by the South Vietnamese people themselves.  We calculated that a ceasefire, withdrawal of American troops, and exchange of prisoners of war are the conditions for the US to get out of  Vietnam.  The internal affairs in South Vietnam should be solved by the people of South Vietnam themselves.  That you recently dropped the demand for Thieu’s resignation has deprived the US of reasonable arguments and created more favorable conditions for the US to withdraw its troops from Vietnam.  The following argument should be consistent: we will not impose the Communist system in South Vietnam, but we will not allow the maintaining of the neocolonial system there.  
 
Negotiations in Cambodia are not suitable for the time being.  Sihanouk is against negotiations.  So is the internal faction of FUNK.[bookmark: _ftn_GoBack0][1]  They want to prolong the fighting for some more time.  Therefore, if you see any possibility for talks, please tell them.  We are not in a position to do so because we have talked with them a lot about fighting and encouraged them to fight.  We suggest that the Vietnamese Workers’ Party find a suitable moment to tell them.
 
 
[bookmark: _ftn0][1] National United Front of Kampuchea—the Sihanouk-Khmer Rouge alliance. The “internal faction” is a reference to the Khmer Rouge.

    
                      
                    
                  

                
                          

          

          

                                    
                              

                                                      
                    Translation
                                      

                                                    

              
                                            
                  
                    English
                                      
                                  

              
            


            

              
                
              

              


              
                
              

            


          


        
      
    
    
      
        
          
        

      

      
        Author(s):

        

      

    

    
      
        

      

    

    

            
                
        
                  
            Associated Topics

            	Vietnam War
	77 Conversations


          

        
      


      

        
      


    


      





  
    
      
        Document Information

      

    


    
            

        
                  
            Source

            
              
CWIHP Working Paper 22, "77 Conversations."
            

          

        
        
                        
          Rights

          
            The History and Public Policy Program welcomes reuse of Digital Archive materials for research and educational purposes. Some documents may be subject to copyright, which is retained by the rights holders in accordance with US and international copyright laws. When possible, rights holders have been contacted for permission to reproduce their materials.

            To enquire about this document's rights status or request permission for commercial use, please contact the History and Public Policy Program at [email protected].
          


        


      


            

        
          Original Uploaded Date

          
            2011-11-20
          

        


        
                  
            Language

            
              
                
	
Chinese


              
            

          

        
                  
            Record ID

            
              
111507
            

          

        
        
        
      

    

  







Explore Related Resources


[image: Exterior of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars]

77 Conversations Between Chinese and Foreign Leaders on the Wars in Indochina, 1964-77
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