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United Nations.
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[...]
[Zhou] Enlai and the Central Committee:
At 1:00 a.m. today (the 7th), Vyshinskii came to my quarters to talk about three matters:
(1) [The Soviet Union] is in a position to satisfy our request of purchasing airplane fuel.
(2) [The Soviet Union] is in a position to satisfy our request of offering assistance in
repairing the dam of the Xiaofengman waterpower station. A letter with formal response to these
two issues will be passed to me tomorrow (the 8th).
(3) [He] proposed that our foreign ministry should issue a statement to the United Nations
Security Council, denying that Jiang Tingfu, the representative of the former Guomindang
government, had the legitimate right to hold China's seat at the Security Council. Vyshinskii made it
clear that if China issued such a statement, the Soviet Union was ready to do one thing: if Jiang
Tingfu remained at the Security Council as China's representative (and it was said that he would
even become the president of the Security Council this year), the Soviet Union would refuse to
attend the Security Council's meetings. Vyshinskii asked my opinion. I immediately stated that
China's foreign ministry could issue a statement like this. I also said that my telegram would reach
Beijing on 7 January, and that a statement signed by China's foreign minister Zhou Enlai could be
issued on 8 January or 9 January. I asked him that, in addition to sending the statement to the
United Nations Security Council and the United Nations' general secretary, if it was necessary, at
the same time, to send the telegram to the Soviet Union, Great Britain, the United States, and
France as permanent members of the Security Council. He said yes. He said that the Soviet Union
would take due action in accordance with China's telegram. He made it clear that he asked my
opinion in the capacity of [Soviet] foreign minister, and I made it clear that my agreement was
official. After receiving this telegram, please move forward immediately, so that the telegram with
this statement could be sent out before [Zhou] Enlai's departure [for Moscow] on 9 January. In
addition to sending the telegram to the United Nations' secretary general and the Security Council,
the foreign ministries of the Soviet Union, Great Britain, the United States, and France should also
be notified by telegram, with the text of the telegram to the United Nations attached. Please let me
know of the arrangement on this matter, as well as if you would be able to send out the telegram on
9 January.
Mao Zedong
6:00 a.m., 7 January [1950]
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