Dlglta| Arc_:hlve 3 digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center
February 02, 1944

Telegram re Stalin Harriman Conversation on Japanese
Troops

Citation:

“Telegram re Stalin Harriman Conversation on Japanese Troops,” February 02, 1944, History and
Public Policy Program Digital Archive, Container # 171, W. Averell Harriman Papers, Manuscript
Division, Library of Congress, Washington, DC
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/209771

Summary:

W. Averell Harriman and Joseph Stalin discuss Soviet intelligence about Japanese troop movements.

Original Language:

English

Contents:

e English Transcription
e Scan of Original Document


http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/209771

TELEGRAM
SEERET

During a conversation with the Ambassador last evening Stalin volunteered the information that
Soviet intelligence reports indicate that the Japanese may be preparing to withdraw from their outer
line of defense running through Indonesia. He said that they are now reported to be building a new
inner defense line and to be evacuating plants and machinery to Japan and Manchuria. They may
suddenly begin to retreat. Stalin said that these statements were based on information at his
disposal. He added that it should be checked but that he believed it was accurate.

The Ambassador inquired where the new line would run. Stalin replied that he was not sure of the
details, but that he believed it would run roughly through Shanghai, the Shantung peninsula,
Manchuria and around the dapanese islands. He stated with-eonvictionrr that the Japanese would
not engage their main forces to defend the outer perimeter of their defenses but would withdraw to
inner lines which were more convenient and easier to defend.

The Ambassador stated that he would find out what information we have on this subject and inform
Stalin. | accordingly request that | be supplied with any pertinent information or any comment on
Stalin’s remarks for transmission by the Ambassador to Stalin personally.
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suring & convers tion wih the ambuss.dor lust
evening Ltelin volunt:ered vhe information thal Loviet
intellicence reyorts indic. e that the Jaupaonese m.y
be prej.ring to withdruw from thelr outer line of de-
fense ruming tlrougb Indonesia., He swid that they
are rnow reoported to be bullding = new inner deignse
line a2d to be evucuwting plunts and machinery to Japen
and Lunchuria. lthey may suddenly begin to retre.t.
stalin seid thet these stutements were bugsed on infore

mation at his dB rosal, e added that it should be

checked but thut he believed it wus accur.ie.

The arbassador inguireu where the new line would
run, stalin reylied thut he was not sure of the detuils,
but thut he believed it would run roughly through sShanghad,
the shontung peninsula, danchuria wnd sround the Iogbumsie
islinds. He stot.od wedileapempibeei: Lh.t the Japanese would
not eng.;o their maln forces to defend the outer jerimeter
of their defenses but

would withdraw to inner iines which

Jere more convenient wnd easicr to defend.

e arbascodor steted thot he would fimM out hat
inform sion we have on this subject wnd inforrxix Ltulin,
I cecordingly request thet I be surplied witi. uny pertineant
inforryation or uny comment on stelin's remerks for tro.ns-

migsion by
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