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Conversation. March 3, 1944, 9:30 p.m.

The Kremlin
Present: The American Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
Mr. F. B. Stevens, Second Secretary of Embassy
Marshal J. V. Stalin
Mr. V. M. Molotov
Mr. Berezhkov, interpreter

Subject: Poland.

The Ambassador stated that the President feels confidence that, as a result of his talks with
Marshal Stalin in Tehran, all problems between them can be settled satisfactorily if each one
understands the other’s point of view. The President desired that the Ambassador see Marshal
Stalin and learn his reactions to the Prime Minister’s proposals regarding the settlement of the
Polish question and whether a basis for settlement can be found on the strength of these
proposals.

Marshal Stalin replied: “Again the Poles. Is that the most important question?” He said that he had
been so occupied with the Poles that he had no time for military matters.

The Ambassador said that he would prefer to discuss military questions with Marshal Stalin but that
the Polish question was pressing.

Marshal Stalin said that the Soviet Government had taken its position on the Polish question and
could not recede therefrom.

The Ambassador said that he would be as short in his remarks as Marshal Stalin desired. Marshal
Stalin observed that it was not a question of time. The Ambassador asked what we could do if the
Prime Minister’'s suggestions did not prove acceptable. He said that the President was anxious to

do anything he could to contribute to the solution of the Polish problems.

Marshal Stalin replied: “Isn’t it clear? We stand for the Curzon Line.” He said that the Poles now
wished Wilno and Lwow. The Polish émigré government in London, he said, is not the same as the
Polish people. The Government wants not only Lwow but Wilno. He said that the people in Poland
are better than the Government in London and asked whether the Russians were taken for fools.

The Ambassador stated that he had understood that the Poles had [*indicated a willingness to]
accepted the Curzon Line. Marshal Stalin replied that this was not true.

The Ambassador asked whether, for his information, Marshal Stalin could tell him what information
he had regarding the attitude of the people in Poland toward the London Government. Marshal
Stalin replied that in his opinion their attitude was negative.

The Ambassador stated that he did not believe that the American Government had any information
on this subject except such as was received through Polish sources and stated that it would be of
interest to receive any information on this point which Marshal Stalin possessed. He explained that
he meant the attitude of the Polish people toward the London Government as a group and
especially their attitude toward Mikolajczyk and the Generals.



Marshal Stalin replied that he was certain of one thing —that the Poles are welcoming the Red
Army. He said that he had no interest in their attitude toward Mikolajczyk and other groups. If such
information in available, he suggested that the Ambassador could obtain it from the Foreign Office.

The Ambassador said that the President desired that all Poles should unite in supporting the Red
Army in the war against Germany and that he feared civil war might break out in Poland if a
solution to the question was not found. Stalin replied: “War with whom? Between whom? Where?”
The Ambassador replied that he meant civil war among the Poles themselves in Poland. Stalin said
that there was no danger of this. He said that Mikolajczyk had no troops in Poland nor were there
any armed forces of any size in that country.

The Ambassador asked about the size of the Polish underground forces. Stalin replied that he did
not know but that he was sure they were not large. He remarked that there were “a few agents of
the London Government” in Poland.

The Ambassador asked in which form Marshal Stalin envisaged an eventual solution of the Polish
question. Marshal Stalin replied that while the Red Army is liberating Poland, Mikolajczyk will go on
repeating his platitudes. By the time Poland is liberated, Mikolajczyk’s Government will have
changed or another Government will have emerged in Poland.

The Ambassador stated that there seemed to be complete agreement between the three
Governments as to whatwas-deemed-desitabte the ultimate objectives for Poland and that each
wished that the Polish people be given a chance freely to choose its their own government. It was a
question of how to obtain this objective.

Marshal Stalin replied that he did not know how the objective was to be reached. He said that
circumstances would be determining and that it was difficult at this stage to predict.

The Ambassador asked Marshal Stalin whether he felt there was any position in the matter which
[*he would want] the President shottd fo take. Marshal Stalin replied that he had understood from
his conversations with the President in Tehran that the President approved the Curzon Line as a
basis for settlement. The Ambassador said that he referred to the political aspects of the question.
When Stalin remarked that he did not understand, the Ambassador state that the question at issue
was not well understood in the United States. He pointed out that we have recognized the Polish
Government and that we now consider it to be the Government of Poland. This creates
dissatisfaction in the United States and the President is concerned about its effect on public
opinion. The Ambassador asked whether Stalin felt that time could cure the situation or whether
other steps, such as the reorganization of the Polish Government, should be undertaken.

Marshal Stalin remarked that he did not know whether Mr. Churchill would have any success. He
said that so far as the ideas of the Soviet Government were concerned, they had been
communicated to the Ambassador by Mr. Molotov. Molotov nodded assent. Stalin added that the
President was conversant with the Soviet attitude and said that he had written to the President
several times on this question.

The Ambassador said that the President feared that a Government formed on the basis of the
Soviet proposals would teekdike be a hand-picked Government with no popular movement behind
it. Marshal Stalin replied that there were no grounds for this assumption. The Polish landlords, he
said, would not be re-admitted to Poland. They were “Polish tories”. Poland needs democrats who
will look out for the interests of the people. The émigré Government can only create disorder and
cause revolution in Poland. If, however, a democratic Government meeting the demands of the
people is established, chaos and anarchy can be averted.

The Ambassador remarked that there was no disagreement between the President and Marshal
Stalin regarding the desirability of ereating a democratic Government in Poland. Stalin replied that
he was sure that there was no disagreement between them on this point . He said that Churchill




was making a lot of noise but that sooner or later he would understand.

The Ambassador said that he assumed Marshal Stalin would await the results of Mr. Churchill’s
action. Stalin replied that Mr. Churchill could accomplish nothing and added that the Poles were
deceiving him. He then stated that the Soviet Government had requested through the Soviet
Ambassador in Washington that Lang and Orlemanski be permitted to come to Moscow for
consultation. He asked why they had not been allowed to come.

The Ambassador replied that he had received no word from the President on this question. Mr.
Molotov stated that the President had been going to take the matter under consideration but that
Mr. Gromyko had received no reply.

The Ambassador asked whether it was desired that they come to Moscow to cooperate with the
Poles here or what was the purpose of the proposed visit. Marshal Stalin replied that it was desired
to have them come to Moscow, look over the situation, and find out what was going on in Poland,
which was easier to do in the Soviet Union than in the United States. They would meet the Poles in
Moscow and then return to the United States.

The Ambassador said that it was his understanding that Marshal Stalin would wait and take no
immediate action on the Polish question. Stalin replied that he had already informed the President
that he thought the time was not ripe.

Before leaving, the Ambassador said that he hoped Marshal Stalin would find a good solution for
the Polish question and that he would not have to disturb him again about it. Marshal Stalin replied
that he hoped not, but added that it was a question which would take a long time to settle. The
Ambassador remarked that he knew the Poles who formed the London Government and that he
was a bad defender for of some of them. He stated, however, that there were seme good Potes
men in London. Marshal Stalin replied that good people can be found everywhere, even among the
Bushmen.

The Ambassador said that we must not let the Polish question come between the two countries. He
reiterated that the President was greatly concerned about public opinion in the United States on the
Polish question. Marshal Stalin replied that he was concerned about public opinion in the Soviet
Union. The Ambassador said that Marshal Stalin knew how to handle his public opinion, to which
Marshal Stalin replied that there had been three revolutions in Russia within a generation. Molotov
added that in Russia there is an active public opinion which overthrows governments.
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Conversation. areh 3, 1944, 9:30 pem.

The Xremlin

Present: The fmerican .mbasgsador, Mr. Jarriman
fr, e B, Stovens, Jecond Secretary of
Embasay
arshel J. V. Stalin T
re Vo Mo Molotov g J :
¥r., 2erezhkov, interypreter = S

3ubjJect: Poland.

The .mbassador statad thet the President feels
confidence that, as a result of hls talks with “arshal
Jtalin in Tehran, all problems between them can be
saettled satlasfactorily if each oOne understands the
other's polint of view, The Presldent desires that
the Ambassador see “arshal :Stslin nnd learn his re-
actions to the Prime Miniater's proposals regarding
the gettlemsnt of the Pollish guestlion and whether a
bagls {or settlement can be found on the strength of
Cliese prupusalse

Yarshal Stalln replled: "iAgain the FPoles. Is that
the most importsnt jJuestion? He ssild that he had been
so occupled with the PFoles that he had had no time for
wilitary matters.

The .mbassador sald that he would prefepr to dlscuss
military questlions wilth 'arshsl Stalln but that the

Folish gquestion was pressing.
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#arshal Stalin said that the Soviet Goverament had ﬁ
taken its position on the Polish question and could notgz
recede therefrom,

The Anbassador said that he would be as short ln
his remaprks as lsrshal 3talln desired. !Harshal 3talin
observed that it was not a question of time, The Amw
bassador asksd what we could do if the Prime 'finlster's
suggzestions did not prove acceptable. He sald that the
President was anxious to do sanything he could to soutri=-
bute to the solution of the Polish problem,.

Marshal Stalxﬁ_raplied: "Ian't 1t clear? We stand
for the Curzon Line.," He sald that the Poles now wished
Wilno and Lwow. The FPolish amigré covernment in Tondou,
he said, is not the same as the Polish people. The
Government wants not only Lwow but Wilno. He aald
that the psople in Poland are hetter than the Jovern-
ment in London and ssked whether the Russians were taken
for fools.

The Ambassador stated that he had understood that

Indigotey o witkpagarss Fo
the Poles haqlaccaptut the Curzon Line. XMarshal 3talin
replied that fhia waa not true.

The Ambaasador asied whether, for his iuformastion,
daprshal Stalin could tell him what iuformation he had
regarding the attitude of the people in Poland toward
the Loudon “dovernment. lMarshal Ztalin replied that in

his opinion their attiltude was negative,.

/
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The Ambessador stasted that he did not belleve that
the American Coverument had eny information on thils sub-
ject exscept such as was recelved through Polish sources
and stated that it would be of interest to receive any
informatlioa on this point which Marshal stalin possessed.
e explained that he mesnt the attitude of the Polish
people toward the London Governmsnt as a group sud es-
peclally their attitude toward ¥llmlajezyk and the Gene
ersls,

¥ershal Stelin replied that he was certain of one |
thing == that tho Poloa are waluoming the Red army. He i
sald that he hsd no lntaruat 1n their attitude toward
MlkolaJosyk snd other groups. If such iuforustion ia
available, he suggested that the Ambaszsador could obtaln
1t from the Forelign Office.

The Aimbeasador saild that the President desired that
211 Polea should uﬂite in supporting the Red Army ink
the war agalnst Cermany and that he feared olvil wapr
might break out 1u Poland if a solutlon to the guestion
was not found. 3Stalin repliad: "“Wer with whom? Be-
tween whom? ‘here? The Ambasaador replied that he
meant civil war smong the Poles themselves Iin Poland,
3talin said thet there was no danger of thia. He said
that lilkolajezyk had no troops in Poland nor wers there
any armed forces of any size in that country,.

The ambassador asked sbout the size of the Polish

underground forces, Stalin repllied that he dl1d not know
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but that he was sure they were not large. e remarked
that there were "a few agents of the Tondon Coverament® f}
in Foland. |

The Anbassador asgsked in whet fora !ershal otalin
anviaageﬁ an oventual solutlon ol the Pollsh question.
“arshal utalin'replied that whila the Red Army 13 llber=-
atiag Poland, ikolajezgk will o oa repsating hls

platitudea. By the time Foland is 1iberated, M1kola

Josyk's Government will have changed or sanother Covern- |
nment will have emerged in Foland,

The Ambaazador stated thaet there ssemed to be come

Kby
plete agreemﬂnp batween the three Governments as to wiems ‘
(4 e te '*"“é',.;'v"-“ ) ;

for Foland and that esach wished that

PR

[

the T>)l1lgh people be jlven s chance freely to choose ff; i
own Jovernment. It was a question of how Lo cbialn this
objective.

arshal Ltalin replled thet he A1d not Unow how the
obJective was to he reached. He gald that circumstances
would be letermining and that it was 31fflcult at this
stage to predict,

The /mbassador asked “arshal 3talin whether he falt

: he wou'd wae?

there was any position in the matter whilch|the President
1%;-3” talke, Marshal Stalin replled that he had undepre
atocd from uls couversations with the President in Tshran
that the Presldent approved the curzon Line a3 a basls

for settlement. The imbsasador sald that he referrad to

the polltical aspects of the question. When jtalin
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rewarkad that he 414 not understand, the smbagsadory
stated that the question at lssue was not well under-
stood in the "nlted Statsa. He polated out that we
have recognized the "ollsh Governmeont and that we now
conaslder it to be the Coverument of TFoland. This creaates
dlssatisfaction in the Jnlted Lstates and the President
is concerned about its effect on publlec spinion. Tﬁe
Ambassador asked whether [talin felt that time could
cure the situation or whether other steps, such as the
reorganigation of the Pollsh Government, should be underw
takane. |

Harshal “talin remarked that he d!d4 not 'mow whather
fre Churchill would have any success. HHe said that so
{ar as the ideas of the Soviet CJovernment were concerned,
they had been communicated to the Ambassador by 'Ir.
Holotove folotov nodded sssent, Stalin added thst the
President was couversant with the Sovist uttitu@t and
sald that he had written to the Prealdsnt sevsral times
on this question,

The .mbassador sald that the Preslident fesared that
a Government formed on the basis of the “oviet proposals
would M&“ a hand=-plcked Covernment with no popular
movemsnt behind it. darshal Stalin replled that there
wers no zrounds {or this assumptlon. The Polish landw
lords, he sald, would not_he re-admltted to Poland,
They were "Pollsh tories®. Poland needa democrats who

will look out for the Intereats of the people. The
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dmigré Uoverument can only create disorder and cause
revolution in Poland. If, however, a demnocratic Joverne
ment meeting the demands of the peopls 18 eastablished,
chaos and anarchy can be averted.

ihe Ambassador remarked that there was no dlsagreew
meut between the President and Maprshal Stalln regarding
the deslirability of eEBENE a democratic Zovernment in
foland. Stalin repllied that he was sure that there was
ao diaagroamont betwoon thnm on thizmpoint. He sald
that bhurchill was making a lot of nolgse Lut that soonepy
or later he would underataad.

The Ambassador sald that he sssumed Yooshel tal n
would awalt the results of 4r. Churchill's aatlon.
5talin replied that Mr. Churchill could sccomplish
nothing and added that the Polé; were decelving him.

He then stated that the Soviet Govermment had requested
through the zoviet imbassador ia fYashington that Lange
and Orlsmsnski be permitted to come to MMoscow for couw
sultatlion. He asked why they had not been allowed to
come .

The iwbassador replled that he hed received no word
from the President on thls guestion. HMr. Yolotov stated
that the Fresident had been gzolng to take the matter
undsr conslderstion but that lir. Gromyko had received
no reply.

The .mbacssador ssited whether it wsas desired that

they come to Moscow to cooperats with the Toles here or

l
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wnat was the purpose of the proposed visit., I!farshal
5talin renlled that 1t was desired to have them come
to Yosocow, look over the gitustion, and find out what
was Zoing ou im Poland, which was easier to do in the
Soviet Union than in the Unlited States. They would meet
the Poles in Hoscow snd them retupn to tha United States.

The Anbasasdor sald that it wes his understanding
that farshal Stalin would walt and taeke no immediate
action on the Polish guestion., Stalin replled that he
had alpreedy informed the PFresident thst he thought tiw
timse waszs not ripe.

Before leaving, the Ambassador said that he hoped
Marshal Stelin would find a good solution for the Polish
question and that he would not have to diaturd him again
about 1t. Marshal 3telin replied that he hoped not, but
sdded that it was a gquestion which would teke s long time
to settle. The Ambassador remarked that he knew the
Pslsa who [ormed the London Coverament and that he waa

0F Some af
a8 bad defender S them. Ho sald, however, that there
were samm Jood ;:;:L in London. Narshal Stalin replisd
that good people can be found ewerywhers, aven among
tnhe Bushmen.

The Ambassador sald that ws must not let the Folish
question come betwsen the itwo countries. He reilterated
thet the President wams greatly concernsd about publie
opinion in the United states on the Polish question.

Marshal 5talin replied that he was concernsd sbout publie
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opinion in the Soviet Union. The Ambassador sald that

Hapahal Stalin knew how to handle hia public opinfon,

to which ’srshal ftalin replied that thers had besn thraaf

revelutions in Russia within a ceneraticn. Iolotov

f
H
:

added that in Russla there ls an sctive public opinion

which overthrows -overnaments,

!



