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My Dear Mr. Molotov:[bookmark: _ftn_GoBack0][1]
 
The decision of the Soviet Government as conveyed in your letter of September 4, not to participate in Four Power discussions of proposals of the United States Government designed to achieve the speedy realization of the aims of the Moscow Agreement on Korea is deeply regretted. For almost two years the United States Government has been faithfully endeavoring to reach agreement with the Soviet Government to carry out the terms of the Moscow Agreement but with no appreciable success. It has even proved impossible for the Soviet and United States Delegations on the Joint Commission in Korea to agree upon a joint report of the status of their deliberations up to the present. There is no sign of the early setting up of a Korean Provisional Government. Korea remains divided and her promised independence unrealized. 
 
The United States Government believes that this situation must not be permitted to continue indefinitely. In view of the fact that bilateral negotiations have not advanced Korean independence and that the Soviet Government does not agree to discussions among the powers adhering to the Moscow Agreement, there is but one course remaining. It is the intention, therefore, of my Government to refer the problem of Korean independence to the forthcoming session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. It is suggested that the members of the Joint Commission hold themselves in readiness to give such aid and assistance to the General Assembly as may be required during the Assembly's consideration of this problem.
 
It is the hope of my Government that consideration of this problem by the General Assembly may result in bringing about the early restoration of freedom and independence to the long suffering people of Korea. 
 
Copies of this letter have been furnished to the Governments of the United Kingdom and China.
 
Accept [etc.] 
 
Robert A. Lovett
Acting Secretary of State
 
[bookmark: _ftn0][1] Delivered at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 12:30 p.m. (Moscow time) on Sept. 17.
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Responding to Molotov's letter about Korea dated September 4, Lovett writes that the US will refer the Korean issue to the United Nations and forego further bilateral discussions with the USSR.

        

      

      
        Author(s):

        	Lovett, Robert Abercrombie


      

    

    
      
        

      

    

    

            
                
                
          Associated Places

          	Korea
	North Korea
	South Korea
	Soviet Union
	United States


        

        
                  
            Associated Topics

            	Korea at the United Nations
	Allied Occupation of Korea, 1945-1948


          

        
      


      

                  
            Subjects Discussed

            	
Korean reunification question (1945- )
	
Soviet Union--Foreign relations--United States
	
United Nations--Korea
	
Korea--History--Allied occupation, 1945-1948


          

        
      


    


    
      
      
        

      

    


      

      

        Related Documents

        
          
            	September 4, 1947
	Letter, V.M. Molotov to George C. Marshall

Molotov blames the Americans for the failure of the US-Soviet Joint Commission on Korea and rejects the latest proposals put forth by Robert A. Lovett.




          

        


      


    


      





  
    
      
        Document Information

      

    


    
            

        
                  
            Source

            
              
The Department of State, 'Bulletin,' Vol. XVII, Publication 2929 (September 28, 1947): 624.
            

          

        
        
                        
          Rights

          
            The History and Public Policy Program welcomes reuse of Digital Archive materials for research and educational purposes. Some documents may be subject to copyright, which is retained by the rights holders in accordance with US and international copyright laws. When possible, rights holders have been contacted for permission to reproduce their materials.

            To enquire about this document's rights status or request permission for commercial use, please contact the History and Public Policy Program at [email protected].
          


        


      


            

        
          Original Uploaded Date

          
            2020-03-30
          

        


        
                  
            Language

            
              
                
	
English


              
            

          

        
                  
            Record ID

            
              
220069
            

          

        
        
        
      

    

  







  
    
      
        Citation

        
          
        
      

      
        
          

          

        

        

          
            Letter, Robert A. Lovett to V.M. Molotov

          


          
            
              
                "Letter, Robert A. Lovett to V.M. Molotov", September 17, 1947, Wilson Center Digital Archive, The Department of State, 'Bulletin,' Vol. XVII, Publication 2929 (September 28, 1947): 624.
                
                                      https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/220069
                                    
                

              

            

          


        

      

    

  












  








      
  
    
      
  
    

  

  
    
      

        
          
            

          

          
            
              
                About Digital Archive

                The Wilson Center Digital Archive is a resource where students, researchers and specialists can access once-secret documents from governments and organizations all over the world. Constructed and maintained by the Wilson Center’s History and Public Policy Program, the Digital Archive contains declassified historical materials from archives around the world, including diplomatic cables, high level correspondence, meeting minutes, intelligence estimates, and more. With much of this information available in English translation, the historical documents enrich international scholarship, history education, and public policy debate on important global issues and challenges.

                
                  About the Archive
                
              

            

          

        


      

      

        
          
            

          

          
            
              
                History & Public Policy Program

                The History and Public Policy Program strives to make public the primary source record of 20th and 21st century international history from repositories around the world, to facilitate scholarship based on those records, and to use these materials to provide context for classroom, public, and policy debates on global affairs.

                
                  About the Program
                
              

            

          

        


      

    

  



  




  
    
      
        
          

            
              
                
                [image: Wilson Center Digital Archive Logo]
              
            
                
            
  Primary Footer Nav

  

        
        	
        People
      
	
        Places
      
	
        Topics
      
	
        Catalog
      
	
          To Top


  


  


          


        

      

    

  

  

    
      
        
          
            
              History and Public Policy Program

              
                Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

                One Woodrow Wilson Plaza - 1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004-3027
              

            


                
            
  Secondary Footer Nav

  

        
        	
          wilsoncenter.org
                  
	
          Contact Us
                  
	
          Donate
                  


  


  



          

        

      

    

  





  










