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between North and South Vietnam.

Original Language:
Russian

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

! hpxus . WH»J BT

CE 13/ 25 /4 B

!“‘-'»Al 4 ' by

f—

n3 ﬂHEBHMKA " CeKpeTHO.
B.M. MOHOTOBA RSt Y Hopeow

 de

R W

L 3EmMCh BECEDN
BO BPEMA OBEIA B YECTH NPEMBEP-MUHUCTPA U
MUHUCTPA NHOCTPAHHRX IEJ OPAHUNU MEHIEC-®PAHCA

I0 wwona 1954 r, B 21 u, 30 M.

MonoTOB cCHpamuBaeT MHEHUE IpeMbep-MuHucrpa Menzec-®panca
OTHOCHTEIBHO OPTaHU3anuy BO30CHOBIEHUA pacoTH COBEMAHUA MMHMCTDOB.

MosoToB 3amevaeT, 4YTO, fABIAACH OJHUM U3 npezceznareneit XeHeBCKOIO

COBemAHNA, eMy OO0 OH XenaTelAbHO 3HATH MHEHUE ADYIUX NpeAcTaBU-
Teneil OTHOCUTENLHO NPUEMIIEMOTO AJNA BCEX HHA CO3hBa COBGUEHUA MU-
HHCTDPOB, & TaKX€ BHACHUTH IOXEIAHNE MUHUCTPOB B OTHOUEHMM METOZA
JanpHellme#t padorn Cosemanua, MosmoToB ZoGamider, 4YTO, BO3MOXHO, Ha
aToff crazuu CosemaHnsA YacTHHE OeCenH MOTuM OH OKA3aThCA MOJIE3HHMH,
MonoTOB crpamuBaeT, Kaxo# AeH: Gwn OH yAoGeH nnﬁ IPEMbEP~MUHICTDA o

Menznec~dpaHC O0TBEYaEeT, YTO MpEZCcelaTenyt HaMeTAT Onuxalmyn

zaty CoBemanus MUHUCTPOB,M YTO OH I'OTOB K OTKDHTHMN COBENaHWd B o=
O6o#t nocinezypmuit ness., Menzec-dpaHc rosopurT, 4YT0, O €r0 MHGHHD;
HeouuuanbHue OeCeZH ¥ JMYHNA KOHTAKT NpeZCTaBUTENE# MOIyT IpH-
HECTU Ha HHHEUHEH cTazuu NeperoBopoB OONble MONB3H, UYeM Ofuuuanb- .
HHE NJICHApPHHE 33acezaEmd. B cBAsu ¢ atum oH, Merzec~dpanc, MOJHO-
CTBR pas3zendaeT TOUKY 3peHus MoIoTOBA OTHOCHUTEABHO 3(PHEKTUBHOCTH
HeOo(uUMaNbEHX Oecell.

MonOoTOB TrOBOPUT, UTO KeHEBCKOe COBEmMAHUE yxe NEpexuno mne-
PHOJ Tpou3HeCeHud peveit. K HacToAmeMy BpeMeHM NOZATOTOBNEHH HEKO-
TOpHE DelleHMA KAaK B X0J€ 3aKPHTHX 3acelanuif, Tak ¥ Ha HeoQuuuanib—
HHX BCTpeyax. Ceflyac Hacrynun rako#t aran Cosemanmd, KOTZA OHIO OH

Goxee LeNecOO0pa3HO NEpeiiTa OoT ofme# AMCKYyCCUM BOUPOCOB K MX KOH-
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KPETHOMY OGCYRIEHMK M, CNe/0BaTeNbBHO, MOATOTOBUTE HEOOXOAMMHE KOH-
' KPETHHE pelieHuA. MOJIOTOB ClpamnBaeT, KAaKUe MMENTCH Y NpPEMbep—Mu-

HUCTpA NOXEeJNaHud C TEM, YTOOH npuzaTek COOTBETCTBYWLEC HAIlpaBJIEHUE

CoBemanHuw IIA IOCTUMREHMS Mupa B UHmo-Kurae.

Menznec-dpaHC TIOBOPUT, YTO OH 34BTpPA AONKEH BCTPETUTHCA C

npexncrasureneM JIPB daMm Ban JOHIOM M NDUCTYNNTE C HUM K OOCYRIEHUD
Gollee KOHKDETHHX BONDPOCOB, Bo BpeMa 5Toll GeCelH, Kax nona:geT,MeH—
Zec-dpaHc, INpeLcTaBUTCH Bosmomﬂocms ONPEZEeNNTE TOYKM COIPUKOCHO-
BEHWs M pacxoxzenud. Merzec-OdpaHC 00aBifAeT, 4TO, HECOMHEHHO, BCE
yuacTHUKY HeHEBCKOTO COBENAHUA 33UHTEPECOBaHH B yCTAHOBJICHWUM MDA
g' B Mupo-Knrae., OZHAKO HENOCPEACTBEHHO 3aWHTEDECOBAHHNMM CTpaHAMU
ABNAKTCA OpaHuud U ﬂemokpaquecxaﬂ Pecny6nuka BreTHaM. Bo Bpemsa

oecenn ¢ $aM Ban JloHroM, ToBOpUT MeHzec-dpaHCc, HeoOXxozuMo HaliTm

OCHOBY ZJIfl COTJIaleHMsd IO MHOT'MM BonpocaM. BoT noueMy, 3ariInuaeT
Meunec-QpaHC, OH CUXTAET CBOUM MEpBHM ZAenOoM BCTpeTuThca ¢ daM Ban
TloHTOM,

MOJIOTOB TOBODUT, YTO MHCIPH OTHOCUTEILHO HEIOCDPECT BEHHHX I~
peroBopoB npeMpep-MuHMCTPa € PaM BaH J[0OHT'OM COBEPHEHHO CIIpaBEZIUBA
() U YTO, K3K HANO0 Nonarars, Bce yyacTHuKYU CoBEmMAHUA 33UHTEPECOBAHH
B TOM, YTOOH 00€ HENOCPEACTBEHHO 3AMHTEDPECOBAHHHE CTOPOHH HAILIN
o0t A3HK ¥ NPUWIM K COlJNAlleHUw, NPUEMIEMOMY ANA 06euX CTODPOH.
MonoToB ZmOGaBAfeT, 4TO APyrue Jeneramnuy, BrIoYasd ¥ COBETCKYWD Zene-
ragup, JAONXHH OHTH 33aUHTEPECOBAHH B TOM, YTOOH OK33aTH HEOOXOIUMYD
noMomb HENOCPEACTBEHHO 3aMHTEDECOBAHHHM CTOpDOHAaM, llpaBza,HEe MCKIo-
YEHO IIpM 3TOM, UTO MMEWNTCA TaKUEe Zeneranuu, KOTOpHe, BO3MOXHO, Xe-

JapT OMEcmaTh LOCTUECHHAW COTIAMEeHNnd,
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MoJsioT0oB 3aTeM I'OBODUT, UTO Yy HEIro CO3ZaJOCh BIECYATIECHNE,

YTO B TEUEHHE NOCICRHUX Hezendb COBEmMAHUE CZenalo U3BECTHHI IIpo—
I'pecc, YTO ABIAETCA ONPEZENeHHHM MInCcOoM. CleZ0BATENBHO, B HACTOM—
€ BpEMA CO37aiuch BCE YCIOBUA AAA TOT'O, UTOCH NEpeiTMm K o6Cy-
AZEeHN0 60Nee KOHKPETHHX BONDPOCOB W ZOCUBATLCHA KOHKDETHHX DelieHuil.
MosoroB 3ameuaeT, YTO, [0 UMEHUUMCH Y HEeIO CBEJLEHMAM, B IIOCHIEHAHEE
BpeMa CoBemaHue 3aHUMAJNOCh CONBIE BONPOCAMU, KaCAWHUMUCH TONBKO
ceBepa ¥ wra BrernaMa. OZHAKO COBCEM HE YAENfANOCH BHUMAHLA LEH-
TpanbHoil YacTu BrerHamMa., YTo kKacaeTcs Bompocos no Jaocy u Kam-
,! 6ozxe, TOBODUT MonoTOB, TO OCOOHX TPYILHOCTEH B pa3peleHNy uX, BU~
f IVMO, HE NpefBuAnTCA. 3aTeM MonoToB 3azaeT Bompoc Merzec-dpaHcy,

ITPAaBUJIBHH JI1 €I'0 CBCIAEHUA OTHOCUTEIDLHO prlIHOCTGVI, KOTOpHE BO3—

HIKIR B OTHOWEHMM IeHTpanbHON yacTu BrerHama,

Merznec—0paHC TOBOPUT, YTO, ASHCTBUTENHHO, IO BOIPOCAM I[EH—

TpanbHo#t vacTu BrerHama OCHADYXMIMCH M3BECTHHE TDPYyAHOCTM. BHauaze
QpaHIy3cKad Zeneranusa Npexnojaraia, YTO MO ITOMYy BONPOCY HE BO3-
HUKHET HUKAKNX 3aTpYAHEHW#, T.K. NEPBOHAYANBHO, KaK AyMana (paH-
nysckas zeneranud, [PB 3auHTepecosana nuwhk B cerepe Muzo-Kuras,
.. B palione ToHKMHA.

dpaHIy3CcKasa Zeinerauyusa Hpeznolaraja M NpeAnojaraeT, 4To Le-
MapKaluXOHHAA JUHUA, OTBEYapnasd €CTECTBEHHHNM W MCTODMUYECKUM Tpe-
GOBAHMAM, MOJNEHA NPOXOZUTH BAOJNH AHHAMCKUX BODOT. JTa JMEUA Y3~
Kafd, ¥ €€ JEerK0 GyZeT KOHTPOnupoBath. OZHAKO, KOTZA (paHNy3CEAf
Jereranyud y3Hana O TOM, YTO 3Ta JUHMA HE MOXET YZOBIETBODUTH ZAe—
néraunm IPB, m Korza nociezHfs Npei"ABHMia HOBHE TPEGOBAHUA, TO
fdpaHOy3crad ZeneranmA ONa IIYGOKO pasoyapoBaHa. QpaBuysckad

Zeneranud NONPEEHEMY NPUAEPEUBAETCA TOTO MHEHWA, YTO Hauoomee
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pasyMHad TpaHUlA AQIKHA MPOXOAUTH IZe-To no I8 napannenn} Mexnzec~
®paHC ZoGaBideT, 4TO, IO €I'0 MHEHMIO, OHIO OH HElejlecoo0pasHo CO3—
IaHU6 TAKUX DHKIABOB BHYTpW KauZoil 30HH. C03ZaHue NOAOCHHX SHKIQ-
| BOB BH3BAIO GH NOIMTHYECKME U BOEHHNE 3aTpyAHeHuA. Mewjec—~dpaHc
TOBOPUT, YTO, [0 €r0 MHEHHNW, HanGoNee BAXHO CO3ZATH OXHODOIHHE
SOHH. |
MonoTOB TroBOpPUT, UTO, OUEBUAHO, €lle HE OOCYXIAAIUCH STU BO-—

IIPOCH BO BCEX JAETANAX BOGHHEMHU IpejcTaBuTelfiMA. MONOTOB Z0GaBIAET,

yTO OH 3HaeT, uTo zeneranus IPB BHavale NpeZIOXUIA HAMETUTH JAeMap-

KAUUOHHYD JuEmD Mexzy I3 u I4 napamnensimt, T.K. 5TO OTBEYaeT €C—
TECTBEHHHM TPECOBAHUAM M K TOMy X€ MMenTCHA B BULY palioHH, pacrho-
JOXECHHHE IO 3TUM NapajjejifiM, KOTOpHE HaxozArca comee I0 zmer nogp
BIUAHUEM OIpELeNeHHOM cmoponﬂf [lo uMenmuMcsa CBEJAEHUSAM, I'OBODUT
MonoToB, CO CTOpOHH Zenerauuu [PB Onna czejaHa MONHTHKA nolitm Ha-
BCTpeUy ¥ OHJO CLEeJaHO IpEeLjoXeHUe Buepa WAM [1033aBYepa, COINIACHO
KOTOpOMY JMHMSA ZON¥HA NPOXOZUTH CeBepHee. UTO KacaeTcd Apyrod cro-
DOHH, TO eMy, MoZoTOBy, Hem3BECTHO, OHNA JM CAelaHa NOXCOHAR no-
MEITEA, |

Mexgzec~0paHc TOBODUT, UYTO @paﬂuya¢xoﬁ Zenerauun npercrarifgen

CAd TPYyZHHM M3MEHWTH MO3UIUD B OTHONEHUM AEMApDKANMOEHO# AuHMM. Boer
HHe npezcraBureny JIPB ZeficTBUTENRHO BHECHH HOBHE NpPEZNOXEHWA, CO—
TJIaCHO KOTODHM AEMAapKalMOHHAA JNHHWA ZOJNXHA OHTH OTOXBMHYTa NpUMED-
HO Ha 40 KWIOMETDOB Ha ceBep; OZHAKO 3TO NMpPEANOEEHHE CYNEeCTBEHHO
He nmaMeHAeT HOIOKeHHE., Menzec~-¢paHC 3aMevaeT, YTO pPeuds HE MOXET
UTTH O TOPI'OBlI€, & PEYS MAET O HEOOXOAUMOCTY HAXOXJEHUA OCMeKTHB-~

HHX pemeHui.
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MeHnzec-PpaHC I'OBOPUT, YTO OH COIJIAace€H C MNPAaBUMJIBHHM 3aMEYaHUeM

MomoToBa O TOM, YTO HA Wre BrerHaMa UMENTCA palloHH, KOTOpHE Ha-

XOZATCA HOJAroe BpeMma nox BauAuueM [PB. OnHaxo, IOBODUT NPEMBEpD=
MUHUCTD, HA CEBEDPE UMENTCHA TaKkxke palloHH, KOTODHE KOHTPONUDPYHTCH

{paHIy3CKIMY -EIACTAMM IO HacroAmee BpeMd. MeHnzec-dpaHc noGaBuserT,

yTO0 B Hayaje OOCYXAEHNI STUX BONDPOCOB HA 3acCeZaHuy NpeZcraBUTeneH
7eBATH crpaH daM Bay [OHT BHABMHYI ONpEACIEHHHE IPUHIUIE, COTJACHO
KOTODHM ZOJXHE ONDENENATHCH S0HH NEpeTPYNNMPOBKHM, PpaHOy3ckasd JAexe—

ragusi € MHTepeCOM BHCIyLaJa U HpHCOGﬂMHMH&CB K OTZCNBHHM IIDNH=

UIaM ¥ YTO €CHu UCXOLUTH M3 STUX IPUHIUIIOB IIPU ONpPEZeNEeHNU JIUHNU,
70 I8 mapannend SBIAETCH HauGonee pasyMHOfi zeMmapkanyonHo#f nuHueft,

Menzec~®panc ZoOaBafAeT, YTO NPU ITOM OHIO OH XEJaTENBHHM CO3ZaTh

OZHOPOZLHHE 3OHH.

MoJIOTOB 3aMEuaeT, YTO MHCIDH NPEMBED~MUHUCTDPA OTHOCUTENBHO
COBZAHUA OZHOPOAHOCTU 30H ABIAETCSH,HECOMHEHHO,IPABUIBHOR MHCIBO o
OHA pa3fe]AeTCA MHOTMMM yuacTHukaMmu Comemanud, MoJoTOB ZoGaBiser,

YTO [0 CUX IOD BOECHHHE INpPeACTaBuTeNy OCOJBNE 3aHUMAJUCh OOmUMU BO-

npocaMy, Mam0 38HUMANUCh KOHKDETHHMM BONPOCAM# M, B YaCTHOCTH,
BONpOCaMu, OTHOCAWWMACH K IEHTpanbHONi uacTu Brernama, MoxoToB ro-
BOpUT, YTO €My CTalo M3BECTHO, UTO BOSHHHE (PaHIUY3CKUE NPELCTABUTE-
IV NpUZanT ocodoe 3Hayeyue zopore M 9, xoropad coezussaeT Jlaoc u
BrermaM. MoxoTos TOBODUT, YTO €My He COBCEM fICHO, noqeny npnzaeTcs
TaKoe GONBIOE 3HAUGHHe 3Tof Zopore. HO ecam oHa UTpaeT BAXKHYD POTE,
TO (J €€ NONH30BAHMM MOKHO NOTOBODUTH OTZAENBHO. MONOTOB Z0GaBifeT,
YTO NPHE3Z NpeMbep-MUHMCTDA B KeHEBY ZacT BO3MOXHOCTH 0olee KOH-

KDETHO O0GCYZMTH 3TH BOLNDOCH,
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Menﬂec—@paﬁc ‘TOBOPUT, Yoo B HAUALE NeperoBOpOB PeYsr He A
0 znopore 9; TaK Kak STa Jlopora, COTJIaCHO (QPaHIY3CKUM MpeAIoxe-—
HUAM, AONKHA HAXOLUTHCA B KWXHON 30HE, T.€. B 30HE (PAHLY3CKUX BiIa-
crelt, 9ra mopora NpPoXoIUT IAEe-TO OKoNO 16 napannenu. Ho ecnu ge-
neranys [PB BHpasuT NoXelaHWE IONH30BATHCA 3T0H Z0poTOH B OyuymeM,

70 (paHny3ckas Jezerauud He Bo3paxaeT NPOTUB TOT'0, UTOOH NOTOBO-

PUTH 00 3TOM 0COG0 M AOTOBOPUTHECA 0 mperocrasiaeHun IPB BosMoxmHOCTH

NONB30BaTECHA 3TOH Zoporoit, Menzec-®paHC NMOBTOPAET, YTO (paHIY3CKas

(] | Zeneraiuus NpUAEpRMBAcTCA CBOeH Imosuuuy OTHOCUTENBHO I8 mapaimienu.
d’ MoZIOTOB TOBOPUT, UTO IIPEMBEP-MUHUCTD, OUEBUIHO, XOpPONO 3HA-

er, uTo %am BaH Jlour, raasa peneranun [PB, BHCKaszanl yxe CBOU CO-
OoOpaxeHusd OTHOCUTENBHO LeMapKanuoHHOY yuHuM Mexzy I4 u I6 napan-
JenAMA, ¥ STy NO3UNUD Aenerauusd IPB HeusMeHHO coxpaHsieT, TaxuM

o0pa3oM,cefiyac peus UIET O TOM, YTOOH KOHKDETHO OOCYZUTH BOIPOCH,
CBA33aHHHE C OlpeZeNeHUEeM AEMapKANUOHHON JMHUM, 3TU BOIDPOCH HOCAT
KaK TeXHMYEeCKuit, Tak ¥ moimTuueckuil xapakrep. Kak usBecrHO, Hpo-

JOlIXaeT MOJIOTOB, BOCHHHM BOIIPOCEM YAENAJNIOCH MHOI'O BHIUMEHHA 34

nocnezHee BpeMd. HO MOMMTHUECKHE BONPOCH MOYTH HE OGCYEAAIUCH,
XOTHA 3T BOIPOCH  MMENT TAKEE BARHOE 3HAUEHUE , OHY ZOJXHH OHTBH
OGCYXZIeHH ¥ 1O HUM KONEHH GHTH HAilZEeHH peleHud.

Merzec—-0paHC TOBOPUT, YTO, HECOMHEHHO, MOJUTUYECKAE INPOOCICMH

CYmECTBYOT MB CBASH C STUM (paRIy3ckad Jeleranyd CTPEMATCA HOZ—
TOTOBUTH oOmee 3afABJICHWE [0 HONWTHYECKUM BOIPOCAM, KOTODOE JOIEHO
CHTH IDHEMIEMO IJA BCEX YYaCTHMKOB XKeHEBCKOI'O COBEMAHUH,

MomoTOB TOBODHMT, UTO, OUEBMZHO, cefiuac HACTYIWI MOMEHT,

EOTI'Za HEOGXOZMMO IOZTOTOBATH KOHKDETHHE pelleHMd, KOTODHE OYAYT
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IpUEeMIEeMH KaK ZJA IBYX HENOCDPEACTBEHHO 33UATEPEeCOBAHHHX CTODOH,
pak ¥ LNS BCEX yuyacTHMKOB KEHEBCKOTO COBEWAHUA.

MonoroBr pamee zodamadeT, YTO OH XOTeJ OH, NOJAB3YACH NpeOHBa-
nueM Menzec-OpaHca B XeHeBe, OCMEHATHCA C HUM MHEHUAMM HE TOJBKO
10 NpooOieMaM, KacawpmuMca A3uu, HO ¥ EBDOTH,

Mennec—@paKC TOBODUT, YTO OH OYEHH paj 9ToMy. OAHAKO,KaK

rosopur Meupec~dpaHnc, IpM STOM CIEAYET MMETH B BUAY, YTO OH, TaK
cKasaTh, HOBMYOK BO BHEWHMX nenax OpaHIuWM, ¥ YTO OH HE 3HAKOM CO

( BCceMu mpoorneMamu., OzmHako oH, Menzec-®paHc, OyneT upesBHuaitHo paz

) BHCHyWaThs r—Ha MosoToBa, 0O UEM OH ZOJNOXUT CBOEMY NIPABUTENBCTBY.
ﬁr’ Menzec—-dpasc roBOpUT, YTO Taxko#l pasroBOp Gl OH NOJE3HHM.

MonoroB rToBODPUT, yTO CoBeTckas Aenerauyd B oTHomeHuu Hexes-
CKOTO COBEWAHUA MOHUMA3ET CBOK 3aZauy TaKuM o0pa3oM, UTOOH cozeifcr—

BOBATH HPUHATHUKN CHPaBEANNBHX pemeHm?i, OTBECUANINX XW3HCHHHM MHTEpe-

caM HapozoB MHzo-Kmras ¥ ZOCTUXREHUY NOUYETHHX M CHPABEIIUBHX yCIO-
Buli ¢ Touky speuma QpaHumi. Yyuactue Coserckoil zenmeraunu GyzeT
0TBEYaTh LOCTUXREHUW TAKIX pemenufi. Monoros zodasnser, yro CoBeT—
Ckas gzeneranud OyZeT ZeilicTBOBATH B HANPABICHMUM YCTAHOBIEHWA CO-
TPYLENYECTBa C (paHIy3CKOil nenérauneﬁ B Ziene LOCTUXEHUA IMONOXUTEN b~
HEX pe3yABTaTOB.

MonoToB noxuepxrusaeT, uro mosuuuda Mewzec-®panca, npempep-Mu-
HucTpa Qpanuuum, umnoHupyeTr Comerckoit Zemeranuu, STa nosunng, Ha-
IPaBJACHHAA HA yCTaHOBIEHME MuUpa B WMHzo-Kurae, OyzZeT CnocoOCTBOBATH

YKpEeniIeHUrn Mupa BO BCEM Mupe,
Menzec~0paHec Onarozapur MoxmoroBa ¥ roBopmT, UTO B 3TOM EE

Zyxe OyZeT ZelicTBOBATH M (PAHIY3CKAsd AeleTanud.




nter Digital Archive Original Scan ’

8.
MonoTOB CIpauusaeT, B Kaxkoe BpeMd COCTOUTCA BCTpeuya Menzec-

¢panca ¢ dam Ban JloHTOM,

Meuzec-Opasc oOTBEYaeTr, 4YTO BCTpeUa COCTOUTCHA 3amTpa, HO,

0ZHAKO, Yac elle He HaMeueH, MeHzec-®paHC nolaBifer, yTo AuA 70—
CTHXEHNA COTJAlIEHHA 0CTAETCH KOPOTEMi CPOK.

MoZoTOB 3aMEuaeT, 4TO CIELYET AODOHUTH BDEMEHEM.

B zaknnueHune Menzec-%panc oOaaronaput MojoToBa 3a paﬂymﬁmﬂ

NMpUEeM 1 NpOCUT paspeunernus y MomoroBa NDPOSABUTE MHUUMATUBY B Opra-
HYM3ALNM HOBO!l BCTpPEYM C HIMM. |
MoJoT0OB TOBODUT, UTO OH I'OTOB B N000€ BPEMA BCTPETUTHCA C i
Mexzec~OpaHCOM. | |
Ha Geceje MpUCYTCTBOBANM C COBETCKOM cTopoHn: Kysmenos B.B.,

Burorpazos C.A. C @paHuysckoii cropons — losens, xe la TypHens.

Banucan: O agpanc)
(K.CrapukoB)
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Molotov asks the opinion of Prime Minister Mendes-France about the organization of
the renewal of the work of the Conference of Ministers. Molotov notes that, being one
of the chairmen of the Geneva Conference, it would be desirable for him to know the
opinion of the other representatives about a day acceptable to everyone to convene
the Conference of Ministers and also to find out the wishes of the ministers with
respect to the method for the further work of the Conference. Molotov adds that it is
possible that private conversations might turn out to be useful at this stage of the
conference. Molotov asks what day would be convenient for the Prime Minister.
Mendes-France replies that the chairmen set the nearest date for the Conference of
Ministers, and that he is ready for the opening of the conference on any following
day. Mendes-France says that, in his opinion, at the present stage of the talks
unofficial conversations and personal contact between the representatives might be
of greater use than the official plenary meetings. In this connection he,
Mendes-France, completely shares Molotov's point of view about the effectiveness of
unofficial conversations. Molotov says that the Geneva Conference has already gone
through a period of speech-making. Several decisions have been prepared by now,
both during closed meetings as well as in unofficial conversations. Now the stage of
the Conference has come when it would be more advisable to move from a general
discussion of the issues to a specific discussion of them and, accordingly, to prepare
the necessary specific decisions. Molotov asks what wishes the Prime Minister has in
order to impart the proper direction to the conference to achieve peace in Indochina.
Mendes-France says that tomorrow he is to meet with DRV representative [and
foreign minister] Pham Van Dong and begin a discussion with him of more specific
issues. Mendes-France thinks that an opportunity will be presented during this
conversation to identify common ground and differences. Mendes-France adds that all
the participants of the Geneva Conference are undoubtedly interested in establishing
peace in Indochina. However, France and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam are the
directly-interested countries. Mendes-France says that it is necessary to find a basis
for agreement on many issues during the conversation with Pham Van Dong. That is
why, concludes Mendes-France, he considers it his first business to meet with Pham
Van Dong. Molotov says that the idea of direct talks between the Prime Minister and
Pham Van Dong is completely warranted and that, as it seems, all the participants of
the Geneva Conference are interested in both directly-interested parties finding a
common language and coming to an agreement acceptable to both sides. Molotov
adds that the other delegations, including the Soviet delegation, ought to be
interested in offering the necessary assistance to the directly interested parties. To
be true, at the same time it cannot be excluded that there are also such delegations
which possibly desire to prevent the achievement of an agreement. Molotov then
says that he has formed the impression that the conference has made certain
progress in recent weeks, which is a definite plus. Consequently, at the present time
all the conditions have been created to move on to a discussion of more specific
issues and obtain specific decisions. Molotov notes that, according to information he
has, the conference has recently dealt more with issues affecting only the north and
south of Vietham. However, they paid no attention at all to the central part of
Vietnam. With regard to the issues of Laos and Cambodia, says Molotov, apparently
no special difficulty in solving them is foreseen. Then Molotov asks Mendes-France
whether his information about the difficulties which have arisen about the central part
of Vietham is correct. Mendes-France says that certain difficulties actually have been
identified regarding the issues of the central part of Vietnam. At first the French
delegation assumed that there would be no special difficulty about this issue since
initially, as the French delegation thought, the DRV was interested only in the north of
Indochina, that is, the Tonkin region. The French delegation has assumed and [still]
assumes that the line of demarcation, which corresponds to natural and historical
requirements, ought to pass along the Annamese Gates [sic, Annamskie vorota]. This
line is narrow and it is easy to monitor. However, the French delegation was deeply
disappointed when the French delegation found out that this line cannot satisfy the
Vietnamese delegation and when the latter presented new demands. The French
delegation, as before, holds to the opinion that the most reasonable border ought to
pass somewhere along the 18th parallel. Mendes-France adds that, in his opinion, it
was not be advisable to create such enclaves inside each zone. The creation of such
enclaves would cause political and military complications. Mendes-France says that,
in his opinion, it is most important to create homogeneous zones. Molotov says that
obviously these issues still have not been discussed in all the details by the military



representatives. Molotov adds that he knows that the DRV delegation initially
proposed to locate the line of demarcation between the 13th and 14th parallels since
this corresponds to natural requirements and, moreover, this refers to a number of
regions located along these parallels which have been under the influence of a
particular side for more than 10 years. According to available information, says
Molotov, an attempt was made by the DRV delegation to be accommodating and a
proposal was made yesterday or the day before, according to which the line was to
pass to the north. As regards the other side he, Molotov, did not know whether a
similar attempt had been made. Mendes-France says that it seems difficult for the
French delegation to change [its] position with regard to the line of demarcation. The
DRV military representatives are actually submitting new proposals according to
which the line of demarcation is to move back about 40 kilometers to the north.
However this proposal does not significantly change the situation. Mendes-France
notes that this cannot be about trade but about the need to find objective solutions.
Mendes-France says that he agrees with the accurate comment by Molotov about
there being regions in the south of Vietnam which have been under DRV influence for
a long time. However, says the prime minister, there are also regions in the north
which are controlled by French authorities at the present time. Mendes-France adds
that at the beginning of the discussion of these issues at the meeting of the
representatives of nine countries Pham Van Dong advanced certain principles
according to which regrouping zones were to be determined. The French delegation
listened with interest and subscribed to specific principles, and if the determination of
the line is to be based on these principles then the 18th parallel is the most
reasonable line of demarcation. Mendes-France adds that it would be desirable at the
same time to create homogeneous zones. Molotov notes that the prime minister's
idea about the creation of homogenous zones is undoubtedly the correct idea and it is
shared by many conference participants. Molotov adds that up to now the military
representatives had dealt more with general issues and less with specific issues, in
particular issues relating to the central part of Vietnam. Molotov says that he has
found out that French military representatives are attaching special importance to
Route 9, which connects Laos with Vietnam. Molotov says that it is not completely
clear to him why such great importance is attached to this road. But if it plays an
important role then it is possible to talk about its use separately. Molotov adds that
the arrival of the prime minister in Geneva will provide an opportunity to discuss
these issues more specifically. Mendes-France says that at the beginning of the talks
the discussion was not about Route 9 since according to French proposals this road
ought to be in the southern zone, that is, in the zone of the French authorities. This
road passes somewhere along the 16th parallel. But if the DRV delegation expresses
a desire to use this road in the future then the French delegation does not object to
talking about this in particular and coming to an agreement about granting the DRV
the opportunity to use this road. Mendes-France repeats that the French delegation
holds to its position about the 18th parallel. Molotov says that the prime minister
obviously knows well that Pham Van Dong, the head of the DRV delegation, has
already expressed his ideas about a line of demarcation between the 14th and 16th
parallels and that the DRV delegation is steadfastly maintaining this position. Thus
the question right now is one of discussing the specific issues connected with the
determination of the line of demarcation. These are issues of both a technical and
political nature. As everyone knows, Molotov continues, much attention has been
devoted to military issues recently. But political issues have almost not been
discussed [at all] although these issues also have great importance. They ought to be
discussed, and solutions for them ought to be found. Mendes-France says that the
political problems undoubtedly exist in connection with the fact that the French
delegation is trying to prepare a general statement about political issues which ought
to be acceptable to all the participants of the Geneva Conference. Molotov says that
obviously the time has now come when it is necessary to prepare specific decisions
which will be acceptable both to the two directly-interested parties as well as to all
the participants of the Geneva Conference. Molotov further adds that, taking
advantage of MendesFrance's presence in Geneva, he would like to exchange
opinions with him not only about the problems affecting Asia, but Europe, too.
Mendes-France says that this would please him very much. However, as
Mendes-France says, at the same time it needs to be borne in mind that he is, so to



speak, a novice in French foreign affairs and that he is not familiar with all the
problems. However, he, Mendes-France, will be extremely happy to hear out Mr.
Molotov and he will report this to his government. Mendes-France says that such a
conversation would be useful. Molotov says that with respect to the Geneva
Conference the Soviet delegation understands its task to be the promotion of the
adoption of equitable solutions which are in accord with the vital interests of the
peoples of Indochina and the achievement of honorable and fair conditions from the
French point of view. The participation of the Soviet delegation will be in accord with
the achievement of such solutions. Molotov adds that the Soviet delegation will act in
the direction of establishing cooperation with the French delegation in the matter of
achieving favorable results. Molotov stresses that the position of Mendes-France, the
prime minister of France, impresses the Soviet delegation. This position, which is
directed at establishing peace in Indochina, will facilitate the strengthening of peace
in the entire world. Mendes-France thanks Molotov and says that the French
delegation will act in this same spirit. Molotov asks at what time Mendes-France will
meet with Pham Van Dong. Mendes-France replies that the meeting will be held
tomorrow, but [that] the time has not yet been set. Mendes-France adds that a short
time remains to reach an agreement. Molotov notes that time ought to be valued. In
conclusion Mendes-France thanks Molotov for the cordial reception and asks
Molotov's permission to display initiative in organizing another meeting with him.
Molotov says that he is ready to meet with Mendes-France at any time. Present from
the Soviet delegation were V. V. Kuznetsov and S. A. Vinogradov; from the French
delegation, [Jean] Chauvel and [de la Tournelle]. Recorded by /signature/ K. Starikov



