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SUBJECT: KOREAN NORTHWEST COASTAL SITUATIO~ 

RE:f: A· SEOUL 83JOb 
B· CINCUNC 021532Z DEC 73 

I 

, 

WE: ARE AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING COURSE OF ACTION IN RESPONSE 
TO POSI TI O~J TAKEN BY NORTH KOREA IN. D~ CE'MBE R. 1 ~lAC 
MEETING· 

A· DIPLOMATIC-POLITICAL MEASURES· 

1· YOU ARE·TO INFORM ROKG 7HAT ~E AGREE TO CALL 
MAC MEETING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR R~AFFIRMATIO N OF OUR 
POSITION A ~ D REJECTION OF NORTH KOREAN CLAIMS~CONCERNING 

ACCESS TO ~IVE ISLANDS UNDER UNC CONfROL· ACCORDI N GLY~ 
YOU ARE TO TAK E NECESSARY STEPS TO ~EQUEST THE MEET!~G 
lMMED!Ai'ELY· GUIDANCE FOR POS.ITIO~' WE INTEf~D TO TAKE NOW 
BEING DRAFTED AND WILL BE FURNISHE) ASAP· I 

£GV 

2· SIMULTANEOUSLY, YOU ARE TO URGE THAT THE ROK ~ iu~D 
) ....... 

UTILIZE iH:: HOT LINE FOR DISCUSSION OF THESE ISSUES AiiiD, MILIT 1 ,~Y 

ASS U M I N G 1·1 A. C ME E TIN G D 0 E S N 0 T T A K E P L ACE 8 t: F 0 R E L' E C E M 2 E R 5 - ~~ ADD R & ~ S E ~ 
PRE:LI MIN ARY M:::ETING OF SN CC, YOU ARE TO RE COr~MEfJD THAT _ ATTA't HE!l 
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ROK ALSO RAISE SUBJECT IN THAT FORUM. WHILE WE UNDERSTAND 
NATURE OF ~OK OBJECTIONS TO UTILIZING HOT LINE, YOU SHOULD 
REMIND THEM THAT, CONSISTENT WITH PLEDGES IN JULY l!, 1972 
COMMUNIQUE, THIS CHANNEL WAS ESTABLISHED TO DEAL WITH 
HOSTILE HJCID~ N TS AiJD TO OUR KNOWLEDGE IT HAS EEDJ USED 
FOR RELATED OCCURRENCES SUCH AS DMZ CROSSINGS AS UELL AS 
fiRINGS. !~ HOT LINE DISCUSSION WITH THE NORTH, UE 
SUGGEST RO KG POINT OUT THEIR INTENTION IS {A} NOT TO 
DEBATE TH: ISSUE WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED IN MAC M~ET!NG, 
8UT RATHER {B} TO MAKE CLEAR THE ROKG INTENDS NO 
PROVOCATIV: I ~ HiiAT!VES· AND EXPECTS NQRTH TO BE,,Sij"!ILARLY 
RESPCNS:LDLE, :,:,JD {C} WILL CONTINUE COf111UNICATI'~il A~JD 

SUPPLY TO THESE ISLANDS AS HAS BEEN THE PRACTICE IN THE 
PAST. NORTH_ KOREAN RESPONSE IN HOT LI~ - -CO N Vt:RS ATI ON ___ ~ 
MAY SHED LIGHT ON THEIR MOTIVATIONS AND PROVIDE VAtUABLE 
INFOR~1ATIO ~J TO US CONCERNING THEIR INTENTIONS AND TI(1If-JG. 
INITIATIVES 8Y SOU~H TO USE THIS CHANNEL MAY ALSO PRO~E 
USEFUL SUSS~QUENTLY IN, DEVELOPING THIRD COUNTRY SUPPORT 
FOR ROKG IN HER EFFORTS TO AVOID PROVOCATIVE SITUATION 
ON PENINSULA. 

3. YOU MAY ALSO INFORM PRESIDENT PARK IN 
STRICTEST to r ·~FI:BENCE THAT WE INTOJD TO APPROACH THE PRC 
AND SOVIETS, THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS, TO INFORM THEM 
WE Hf\Vt: i·J</TtD THE INCREASED NORTH KOREAN P,ATROLS ~ J EAR 
THESE ISLA~DS AND THE UNPRECEDENTE~ CLAIM .MADE AT THE 
RECENT MAC M:ETING. WE CAN NOT ACCEPT THIS NORTH KOREAN 
INTERPRETATiON OF THE ARMISTICE t.GREEf1DlT M~D ___ HJTGJD TO 
PROTECT UNC LONG-STANDING -RIGHTS -un-der the agreement to these 

ISLM:DS. IrJ THIS CONTEXT, WE IiJT!ND STRESS COM i10tJ 
INTEREST I N AVO!DI~G PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS AND POTENTIAL 
CONFRONTATIO~. GIVEN THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS CHANNEL, 
WE EXPECT ROKG TO HOLD ESPECIALLY· ClOSE OUR ·INTENTIONS TO 
MAKE THESE APPROACHES • 

. ~. WE INTEND TO BRIEF THE JAPANESE CONCERNING 
ACTIONS WE PROPOSE TO TAKE WITH EXtEPTION OF APPROACH TO 
USSR MJD PRC A~D MAY DO :SO :SIMILARLY Wirtt OTHER POWERS 
~HO HAVE CLOSE INVOLVEMENT WITH KOREAtJ QUESTION. 

-

B· MILITARY ACTION. WE CONCUR IN BASIC POSTURE A:~D .. ~ :· . HH:t. ~ 
GDJERAL GUil'A~JCE SET FORTH IN REFTEL B. FOLLOWHJG IS MORE 1 ~~ !., 
SPECIFIC GL.::::>ANCE: , :r-

... . . . . .. ·· ~ ·: · . 

l· IT IS OUR GENERAL POSTURE THAT WE DO NOT 
REPtAT NOT WISH TO SEE OR PROVOKE MILITARY INCIDE~TS OVER 
THESE ISSU~S, BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE DO NOT I~T2~D TO 
ACCEPT I~liERFERt:NCE WITH E:STABLISHED RIGHTS under the agreement to 
THESE I S L Ai-l D S · . :· . .. ~, · · · -.u. . ; -

..S.EERET--

.. 

t.. ~· 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan


