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Summary:

George Kennan, State Department official Llewellyn E. Thompson, and Office of Policy
Coordination director Frank Wisner agree that influential private citizens organizing the
Free Europe Committee (FEC) require approval for the project from Secretary of State
Dean Acheson and thereafter responsibility for dealing with East European émigré
leaders will shift from State to the FEC.
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e .&’ 21 February
/ — EO 12958 3, 3(b)(1 )>25Yrs
MEMORANDIN FOR MR, WISNE'R (C) :

' SUBJECI: Notes on Disoussion of New York Committee with

Mr. 'e’ozgg_’gennan, ie‘r}‘um“la, 1949.

. 15 The féllowing pers S:rticipated:: Messrs. Kenman,
Wisner, Savage, Joyce, -Davids, Thompson and Barnes.. The dis-
oussion was on the basis of OPC 's memorandum of February 17 and
attached dooumenta-

2, Mr. Kennan began the disoussion by stating that he
agreed in prinoiple to all ocontained in the memorandum of February
17, He said that he might wish later %o suggest oer‘bain ohanges
in the _proposed "publie announoemeni:"

" 3s The. urgexr!: need for a similar clearance of the New York
Committee project by the Seoretary of State himself was brought
I Yo Mr. Kennant's attention. It was pointed out to him that pros-
o pootlve members of the Free Europe Comnittee, of its exeoutive .
group, and of the Free Europe Foundation were of a oalibre %o in- ’
sist upon knowing that the projeot had been oleared by the
Seoretary of State and, therefore, that OPC ocould not go further
in the matter until i% was in a posltion %o give an affirmative’
reply to the query on the part of any key person as to whether
the projeos had the Seorotary's secret approval. It was also
wged with Mr. Kemman that time is an importent factor; that
commitments are already being taken with respect to headquarters
in New York and the inoorporation of both the Free Europe Com=
mittee and the Free Europe Foundation. Mr. Kemnan agreed to all
that was sald and at the close of the meeting called General-
Carter to arrange for anm early mesting between the Seoretary,
Mr. Kennan, Mr. Wisner and Mre 3oyoe. _
- ettt . . .

4. On oonolusion of disoussion of the suggestions recounted
in Paragraph 3, Mr. Wisner mentioned other matters outside the
soope of the New York Committes whioh he felt should be laid be=-
fore the Seoretqry personally by himself and Mr. Kennan. There
was an agreement on this polnt, '

b. WM&&Q@ political and intellectual

th the New York Comniftee, with the Politiocal Divie
e State Do,pqr’qmen‘b and with OPG was diaousaed at '

pob-A

\n agreemarrh Wa 8§ reaohod as followa:

......_} !

/ a. With the establishmont of the New York conm:l.ttee, SERIE& “B" '
political desk offioers and their superiors in the A L Ky
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‘ Department would as rapldly and as effectively as

possible restrict their dealings with the refugee :
politicel and intellectuel leaders in the United States
to the colleetion of political informstion (l.es in~ -
formational conversations and interpretive corment by

Co

_ _ e T
- ER's on political developments), and to normal state- F%EC\T -

‘ments of this Government's overt policles.

/

De Exiles and refugees would be re.ferred to the New York

“themaelves and their activities,

-Co

CommitTee for all matters of an opéfational nature, nﬁ F’E'{
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