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MEMORANDUM FOR:
SUBJECTs " Proposed Interim Guidance for FEC
REFERENCE: OSTENT Draft of November 15, 1956,

Keystone is in general agresement with the draft text under
reference, but would like to offer the following specific comments
and recommendations:

A. Item T under “Hungary® appears to Keystone to be of major
importance, and might well be placed in the forefront of the guldance

on Hungary.

B, Item 3 under "Hungary®" ceuld be somewhat amplified to point up,
inter alia, the need to givepublieity to all statemenis by international
figures condemnatory of Soviet military activity in Hungary, e.g., the
recent Nehru statement calling for Soviet withdrawal., In the asamme iiem,
it is suggested that RFE be asked to refer as seldom as pessible to the
Kadar "goverrment”, and to make plain that responsibility for deeision-

making in Fungary now is borme by the USSR.

C. Keystone feels that item 5 under "Hungary® should be revised te
point out the nesed for most careful consgideration of the content of any
psmphlets mailed into Hungary. A Washington review of such pamphlets
would be desirsble. '

D, Item 10 under "Hungary® should be omitted, Consideration of
support for "new" emigres and the replacement of older elements is a
matter for separate consideratien in 1lines with recent conversations between
OSTENT and Ksystone.

E. Item 5 under "Poland” alsc should be omittod, and reserved for .
separate consideration v _ !

G. Keystone agrees that the items on "Albania, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania" add 1ittle newy, and should be omitted.
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Events of the past several weeks have ‘produced. changes which significantly

aqffect FEC operations., These include:

1, A situation in Bungary resulting from the spontaneous revolution,
put down in a ®lood bath by Soviet troops, in which the Soviet Union now

virtually oceupies the cowntry) and with a Soviet commandatura for all -

- practical purposes now governing the country; a puppet govermment without

[P Spur——

amts ~ .
sembleance of popular support; a violenﬂﬁoviet and anti-Comsnist population

passively resisting by means 6f a general strike; guerills warfare in some
areas; tens of thoussnds of dead snd wounded; a people who requested western
assistance ( partiulely on titpait of-4ro—tniberO5EM) at the height of
their rebellion against theSoviet Union and who are now, at the least, dise
appointed that such assistance did not arrive and, at the worst, may 'becoine
a:l.nost. as anti-West as they are anti-Soviet as a result; deportations of

Hungarian youth and others to Soviet Russia; and in which the attempts of the

-I-hited. Nations to aid the Humgarian pecple appear to be % wmpro-

ductive,
pra— 20 Twy — J3w

2. A "new" Hungarian enigra.tion in the West, nmbering.a#—least—ee-eoo
and increasing daily. |
3. A substantial loss of prestige on the part of the Soviet Uniox_; in
the Free World imcluding neutralist areas and groups, and among many c;ilmmist
parties,
ll». . ; 2 e —
o n«iw»t—-. e WL,,

will-—permtt—inr-Yugoslavia. From all that can be Judged at this time, the

Polish people appear to be willing t gupport, the Geululka regine, It 18
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2 .
reasonable to assume that such support in the long term will we directly
proportionate to the degree he is successful in meeting the demands of the
people for greater freedom from Soviet control and for greater individual
freedoms and econcmic improvement.

5. A significant decrease in the jamming of Western broadcasts, in-
cluding RFE into Poland, 1t is asswmed es a matter of official Polish policy.
A significant decrease in Jamming of Westerm broadcasts to Hungery, probably
because pf the gemeral situation in that coumtry rather than as a matter of
poliey of the Soviet Unlon or the Hungarian puppet government,

6. Reported wnrest, particularly on the part of students and young
intellectuals in the otker Satellites,

7. An increased state of alert and readiness of local security units
in Czechoslovakie, Rumenis and Bulgaria as a result of nationalist pressures_ _
heightened by developments in Hungary ard Poland. |

< For the time being, therefore, until the course of events in the Satellites

may be more clearly undzrsfood, the following guidance for FEC is set forth below:

Cppr————— e ﬁ.
Hungary

1. No action should be taken ;by FEC which is considered likely to

provoke further Bloodshed. ' |
. Z RFE/Hlmgary should refrain from tactical advice of any kind.
"""") 3 ._—;)4. RFE should -he-sendidmed to the 'bala.nced reporting of fectual news,
with & minimum of comentary on loca.l evzA ts. Full coverage should ‘le -&iven
given to the efforts of the Vest to assist the Hungarian people ; inelvding
action in the United Nations; emee »y the West in furnishing neé;ical,
food, clothing and other assistance; assistance to Hungarian refugeés in the

West; activities of recent Hungarien refugees m' in mowilizing public

opinion and other activities for carrying on the fight for the freedom of the
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Hungarian people from the West; Western reactNe events in Hungary;

the defections from the Commmist parties in the West;' and the like. Broad-
casts to Soviet troops should e continued. '
e

L 3¢

7 6. Material assistance to refusees “should-eontinue

coopera.tion with _other- relief a.nd welfare agencies.

( K ma.jor information effort. shouldbe organ:lzed by FEC among the "new"

ﬂ-ation. This should include:
&. An inventory of leadership and action potential with emphasis

St A on youth, student, worker, peasant and intellectual groups, able and

Nf = _‘M uf:[i villing to coninue the fight for the Hmag(;.ria.n people from the West;
W&L - ». An audience analysis of reaction to RFE broadcasts ;
—. ffﬁer infomat:lqn likely 11:0 ®e useful in fyture l

FEC o§rations or in refining present activities ,-:infoma.tion oft interest
in the United States generally as to activities in Hungary and the otkher
Satellites. |
4 “8. Plans should e developed to fully exploit in the Free Horld the
reversion to Stalinism and the naked colonialism of the Soviet Union in

Hungary vie all FEC assets, including FEER, FEP and RFE.
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Q/ Ple.ns should e develoPed to utilize the effective people in the

"new" %mtion »y FEP, FEER and RFE.

n 10, The relationship of the effective people in the "new" em;gration

to the present Hungarian National Council, the representation of the "new”

emigration in the ACEN, as well as their participation in other multi-national
e -
exile organizations ig.a matter of priority importance, Steps should be taken

to give priority support and emphasis to activities in which the effective

elements of the "new" emigration play a part, while at the same t

oaRnAonloilion ) M
”";;;'*Mﬁ“ 4ihe "older" emigration. W‘W . m,; e
MQI?'J- . - e
s lfﬁ %on ﬁ%ﬁmﬁi&l@ of disaffection, discourage-

! ment and general anti-U.S, a.ttitude among Hungarian refugees . Shis—ehould-be
mhde, Particular attention shouvld be

given to correeting the wide spread impression now being given credence in
the press that the Free Burope Committee provoked the Hungarian revolution; or
at least, implied that Western support for same would we forthcoming., EThis
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Pola.nd

1. The situation in Poland in which we judge the "thew" and "liberalization"
are proceeding abgut as far and as fast as is possible under the circumstances

\
calls for careful handing »y FEC,

2. RFE's Polish Desk's "temporary armistice" with the Gomulks regime,
wJu—sn.J.'L‘ £l any
while at the sm ?meaencoura.ging liseralizing forces now in motion to produce

concrete results, seems to us to e the correct policy line, at least for the
time being, RFE Slomtl enfoas b acmd Gl el
ts Pl O~ -

3. Because of the W of Jaxguing in Poland )a.nd because of the

need for avoida.ncé of any kind of provocation in a tense situation containing

the seme ingredients vwhich produced the Hungarian revolution, FEC should not
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until further notice,

1. RFE should continue as a voice of opposition in these cbuntries »

where the "thaw" has progressed the least, using present general policy and

programming ""N"‘*"""C*ﬂ

2,

Y :
(./ Alban;é, Estonia, Int‘jia,??wan
/ thrdugh




“Wilson Center Digital Archive

matters.

murxL vd@riginal8eaz ol




