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Summary:
Consulted by Cord Meyer, Deputy Undersecretary of State Charles Bohlen approves

RFE’s cautious approach to covering the Soviet invasion and also agrees to use of RL
transmitters to reach Soviet troops in Czechoslovakia
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I met vlth Bohlen nlm in his otﬂco njnndlag Czeachaslovakia
and we covered the following topice: o :

‘ 1)  RIE Policy Guidance

, i )¢ that continue to broadcast
within Csechoslovakia, My, Bobhlen approved the following lan

— guage
- which was proposed by Ralph deg. RFEZ Director {n Muaichs '

"I have comaidered we shauld be handling these reporte

w briefly, with clear attyidution, _tating thet they are unconfirmed _
I R - any ather source, and #e Instructed BD Directors at a lengthy .- |
: policy and programming discuss o hore this morning, Realise | '

| this is a delicate prohl but, ‘sulject to adbove rules, believe we
should register all ‘but calls for vialence or active resistance. For

example, clandestine stations allege dorin army unite are clain

: that if leaders are oot produced, the 'axpect orders to resist. Wo |
i are m.rwmumml mateint-tx uny form. . Csechoslovak
: BD itself is registoring clandestineg Teports, but is repeating and :
emphasining the nultitude of calls for calm 1snued by various leaders |
and in the aames of many §¥oups inthe 1aat 36 hours, I hope that -
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2)  Radio Liberty Brasdensts 1o Buselan trovpe fa Crechoslovata. . |
j Al sema tlscuasion, Mr. Bekivn spproved tha sreof

particularly careful to cornply with this polt
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vided thers was no sttributten. e

4) . Iinformed Mr. Bohlea that the uestion had arisen ae
to whether this was an epportuns time| [ 1
and I said that mmmrmw his advice on this peint,
L S Mr. Bohlen was op lodu-uhchgumctlmudlhawnud
this guidance tqijj Lo o o

5)  For about 15 minutes, we discussed the Soviet decision
to intervens militarily and ite futurs ramifications. My, Bohlea
made these pointey R ' , ‘ g o

return to Mostow of Kesyyt, » Pord
may have resnlted
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C o ;i M o Y de svmvinoad thal @da silitavy infapvention will
; have deep and far-reaching implications for Soviet rule within
N the Bloc and for Communist parties outside of it. He asked
i that we alert all cur agents and possible scurces within the
Bloc countries, particularly Rumania and Poland, and he
would not rule out real trouble within the Soviet Union itself.
! I said this alert had already b«a given, o ' :
| - 6. He was much impressed by the analysis of Ralph
! Walter, the Director of RFE jn Munich, which I showed him
and which e attached. He feels that the apparent lack of o
political planning by the Soviets is further evidences that the
. decision is a last-minute one. : : -
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