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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE WARSAW TREATY ARMED FORCES JOINT COMMAND

PART I.

Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces

The Supreme Commander chairs the joint armed forces of the members of the
Warsaw Treaty agreement on friendship, cooperation and mutual aid adopted on 14
May 1955.

The responsibilities of the Supreme Commander are:

To carry out resolutions of the Political Consultative Committee, which deal directly
with the joint armed forces.

To supervise and direct operational and combat preparation of the joint armed forces
and to organize the joint-exercises of troops, fleets and staff under the command of
the Joint Armed Forces;

To have a comprehensive knowledge of the state of troops and fleets under the
command of the Joint Armed Forces, and to take all necessary measures in
cooperation with the Governments and Ministers of Defense of the respective
countries in order to ensure permanent combat readiness of the forces.
To work out and present the Political Consultative Committee with constructive
proposals on further improvement of the qualitative and quantitative state of the
available staff.

The rights of the Chief-of-Staff:
to evaluate the fighting trim, strategic and fighting readiness of the Joint Armed
Forces and to give orders and recommendations based on the results of the
evaluations;
to address the Political Consultative Committee and the Governments of the
Warsaw-Treaty countries with any questions regarding his activities;
to call for meetings with his deputies representing their governments within the
Armed Forces, in order to discuss and solve the occurring problems.

PART II

The Deputies of the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces

The Deputies to the Supreme Commander carry the full responsibility for:
combat and mobilization readiness, as well as operational, combat, and political
preparation of the troops under the command of the Joint Military Forces;
for making of troops and fleets under the supervision of the Joint Military Forces; for
the available personnel; for supplying armaments, technical equipment and other
military items; as well as for the accommodation arrangements and service of troops;
The Deputies to the Supreme Commander are obliged to report the state of the
military and mobilizing readiness as well as the state of the political, strategic and
combat instruction of troops and fleets at the disposition of the Joint Command.

PART III



The Staff of the Joint Armed Forces

The Chief of Staff supervises the activities of the Staff subordinated to the Supreme
Commander of the Joint Armed Forces.

The composition of the Staff of the Joint Armed Forces:
permanent representatives of General Staff from the Warsaw-Treaty countries;
special bodies responsible for the strategic, tactical and organizational issues;
inspectors of arms of service;

3. The responsibilities of the Staff of the Joint Armed Forces:
a) to posses comprehensive knowledge of the state and conditions within the troops
and fleets, to take necessary measures in cooperation with the General Staff of the
Warsaw-Treaty countries to ensure permanent combat readiness of the Armed
Forces;
b) to work out plans of further qualitative and quantitative improvement of the Joint
Armed Forces;
to evaluate the technical and military property needs of the troops who are under the
command of the Joint Armed Forces.
The Chief of Staff has a right to:
- discuss his activities with the Deputies of the Supreme Commander and with the
Chiefs of the General Army Staff of the Warsaw-Treaty countries;
- determine information about the state and conditions of troops and fleets who are
under the command of the Joint Armed Forces;

PART IV

The relationships between the Staff of the Joint Armed Forces and the General Army
Staff of the Warsaw Treaty countries

The activities of the Staff of the Joint Armed Forces must be carried out in cooperation
with General Army Staff of the member countries.

The General Army Staff of the member-countries are obliged to:

to inform the Staff of the Joint Armed Forces about the combat and quantitative
composition of troops, about their mobilizing and fighting readiness; military and
political training of troops and fleets under the command of the Joint Armed Forces;
to coordinate deployment of troops, fleets and Staff with the Staff of the Joint Armed
Forces.

PART V

Communications

The Supreme Commander and the Chief of the Staff can use the diplomatic mail and
other means of communication provided by the member countries for their
communication with the Deputies to the Supreme Commander and the Chiefs of the
General Army Staff of the Warsaw-Treaty countries.


