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Excellency, k. po 'y 3 ”

T have the honour to draw Jour atbention to the gquestion of some
17,500 eivilians who were foreibly taken 'b; north Korea by the Commumist
invasion forces at the time of the Korean hostilities,

During the negotiations for the Armistice Agreement, the question
of the return of these lddnapees was raised, and after arduous efforts on
the part of the United Nations Command a specific provision was made in
Paragraph 59 of the Armistice Agreement, which stipulates that all civilians
who at the time of the Armistice were in north Korea and who on 2} June 1950
resided south of the Military Demarcation Line should, if they desire to
return home, be permitted and assisted by the Communist Command authorities
to return to the area south of the Military Demarcation Iine. Similar
provisions were made for civilians wio desired to return to north Korea
under parallel conditions and also for foreign nationals in the same

paragraph.

»

His Excellency
Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General

of the United Nations
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In accordance with this provision, a wide publicity was given

throughout South Korea informing all the persons concerned to apply for

their return to north Korea if they so desired, As a result of this

procedure, 37 persons were returned to north Korea by the United Nations

Comnand on 1 March 195l, The Communist side, however, alleged that not a

single Koresan of those who were kidnapped by the Communist forces desired
to rejoin with his family in the South, returming only 1§ foreign nationals
-~ 11 Turkish and 8 Russians.
In May, 195l;, the then Foreign Minister of the Republic of Korea,
Mr. Pyun, wrote the International Committee of the Red Cross and requested
%o render assistance in the return of these kidnapped civilians, pointing
out the fact that they were forcibly taken away and held in the north against
their will in flagrant violation not only of the Armistice terms but also of
their fundamental human rights. Mr, Pyun also offered the full cooperation

of the Republic of Korea with the ICRG in their activities in regard to this

question,.
In May, 1956, two representatives of the International Committee of

‘the Red Gross visited the Republic of Korea and an understanding was reached

between them and the Red Cross Society of the Republic of Korea regarding
the steps to be taken for the return of these displaced civilians as follows:

1. To send "Welfare and Whersabouts Inquiry Forms" to find out

whether the persons in question ave still alive in north Koreaj;
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9, 'To arrange, for those alive, for the exchange of correspondence

their families in the South;

with

3, To arrange for their return to the South,
As an initisl first step under +his understanding, Inquiry Forms
for their action, However,

In

covering 7,03l persons were sent to the ICRC

replies to these inquiries were not forthcominz from north Korea.

quly, 1957, at the 19th Tnternational Red Cross Gonference held at Hew

Delhi, we appealed to the Conference o Lal

jvilians to their homes,

the separated farilies and

e effective measures to bring

about the return of these ¢ and a resolution

forth a general prineiple on reunion of

setting
a1 societies in support of 1

urging intensified efforts by nation 1is prineiple

was adopteds
d efforts that +he north Korean

It was only after these repeate

of 337 displaced civilians in thelr hand, bub no

Communighs released a 1ish
information whatsoever on other 1cidnapees was givera Neither was there any

g would return +he 337 pe
turn to theixr homes have been

rsons. Thus, all the

indication that the Communist

efforts on oyr part to have these lddnapees r€

Trustrated,
T am compelled to bring this matier again

Under the eircumstances,

7
1ike to ask for your ass

'
_.-'"‘ to your attention and would

igbtance in solving this

influences

tragic question by exercising your groat
if you would be S0 Iind as to circulate

Also, I would apprecilate it,
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//this note to all representatives of the States Members of the

linited Wations.

Accept, Excellency, the penewed assurances of my highest

w@%ﬁ

congideration,

You Chan Yang
Chairman of the Korean




