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a Politikai Bizottsag 1963. okt6ber 8-an megtanott tileser61 

L~!:-~~-!:~~~ Apr6 Antal, Biszku Bela, Feher Lajos, Fock Jeno, Gaspar Sandor, 
Kadar Janos, Kcillai Gyula, Kom6csin Zolta.n, Mtinnich Ferenc, R6nai 

Sandor, Szirmai Istvan, tovcibpa Ajtai Mikl6s, Bruty6 Janos, Cset~r.ki 

Lajos, Ilku Pcil, Nyers Rezs6, valamint Nemeth Karoly es' Pulla.i Arpad 

elvtarsak. 

NAPIREND: 

1.) Sz6beli tajekoztat6 az orszag kenyergabona helyzeterol. 

?~~~~~ Nyers Rezs6 elvtars 

2.) -Sz6beli tajekoztat6 az oszi mezogazdasagi mun.lair61. -

?~~~~~~Nemeth Karoly elvtars 

· 3.) A vasutas dolgoz6k osztonzese a teherszcillitas fokozasara. 

?~~~~~~ Nyers Rezso elvtars 

4.) Eloterjesztes a radi6vedelem helyzeter61. 

Eload6: Szurdi Istvan elvtars 

~=eK~!?~a-~- Tarcsai Tibor, Orban Laszl6, Kossa Istvan es Pap 

Janos elvtarsak. 

5.) Javaslat a Politikai Akademia 1963-64. evi eloadasaira. 

Eload6: Orban Laszl6 elvtars 

~=ej(~i!?p:_: _ Ball6 Istvan elvtars 

6.) Szemelyi javaslat. 

7.) Ktilonfelek. 
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Ezt kovetoen kertiljon sor a sztikseges allami intezkedt 
sekre. 

FockJeno elvtars orszaggytilesi beszedeben - a konkre 

osszegek es ha.taridOk megjelOlese nelkiil - utaljon a 

fentiekre. 

Felb;ttalmazast kell adni a kozlekedes- es postatigyi 

minisztemek, bogy a Parlament Ulese utan a vasutasok 

es postasok fizetesrendezesevel kapcsolatos hatarozat

r61 dolgoz6it tajekoztassa. 

-A Politikai Bizottsag helyesli, bogy a berbOl es fizetes

b6l eiOk: rea:Ijavedelmenek emelesere az oteves terv 

hatraievo ket eveben olyan kC5zponti intezkedeseket ter

vezzmk meg, melyek kC5vetkezteben a rea!j<:5vedelem a 

masodik C5teves terv sarin mintegy 13 %-kal novekedjek 

tekimettel, bogy gazdasagi lehetosegeink jelenleg ennel 

nagyobb n<:5vekedest nem tes.znek lehetove. Amennyiben 

erre .kesObb lehetoseg lesz, enn~el nagyobb aranyu erne 

kedest kell elemi. 

A Kazpo~i Bizottsagot soron k<:5vetkezo Ulesen errOl is 

tajeknztatni kell es kerni kell j6va:bagyasat • 

4.) Eloterjesztes a radi6vedelem helyzeterOl.. 

El6ad6: Szurdi Istvan elvtars 

Hozzasz6ltak: Kassa Istvan, Feher Lajos, 

KEillai Gyula, Szirmai Istvan, Biszku Bela, 

Ajtai Mikl6s, Nyers Rezso es Kadar Janos 
elvtarsak. 

A Politfrai Bizottsag elvben az I. szamu javaslat mellett 

foglal mast; bevezetesere 1964. januar 1-vel kertiljC5n 

sor. ' -. ~ . -.. .. . . 

Megbizza Szirmai Istvan elvtarsat, bogy a tervezett intez · 

kedesel:rOl az erintett testverpartok egy titkarsagi tagjava 

konzultiljon. Ennek ismereteben a javaslatot 6 heten be

lUI ismit a Politikai Bizottsag ele kell terjeszteni. 

A. RadiO idegen nyelvti adascinalc fejleszteset a Magyar Ra

di6 es Televizi6 komplett fejlesztesi terven belUl kell 

megoldmi. 

5.) Javaslat a Politikai Akademia 1963 -64. evi 

eloadasaira. 

Eload6: Orban Laszl6 elvtars 

Hozzasz6ltak: Biszku Bela es Kadar Janos 

elvtarsak. 
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4.) ?~~~e:_rj~~!-!~~ _a_!~~~"!~~~~~~_ ~~~~~t~!~:. 
. , 

KOSSA ISTVAN elvtars: 

A KCizlekedes- es Postatigyi Miniszterium az elso varians mellett van, 

javasolja, bogy a Politikai Bizottsag ezt fogadja el. Nem latjuk sok ertelmet, hogy a masodik 

varians mellett dl:intsl:in. A zavar6 kapa.citast ha koncentralncink is, akkor is csak egy tl:irede-
, 

ket tudncink a Szabad Eur6panak es az Orjaratnak zavarni. Keszenletben kellett tartani es ha 

a BM ugy litja, idoszakonkent el kezdenenk zavarni az ad6t. Egyebkent, ha za'·" -:-un..:~ : , az 

Cisszes zavaras dl:int~en Budapestre es Pecsre koncentrcil6~k. Ezenkivtil szinte egesz Ma.gyar

orszagon szabadon lehet hallgatni az ellenseges adasokat abban az esetben is, ha fenntartancink: 

a zavarast. 

Ki tudja, bogy a barati orszagokban jelenleg zogyan all ez a dolog? Mtiszaki, 

anyagi szempontb61 mi a ktill:inbseg az elso es a masodik varians kl:izl:itt? 

, , 
SZURDI ISTVAN elvtars: 
------------------------

· Nehany napig ballgattfr az elvtarsak ebben a hivatalban, bogy a robbi barati 

orszagok bogyan zavarnak. A nebanynapos megfigyeles adatai a kCivetkezOk: a Szovjetilni6ba.n 

az a11ami kezelesben levo radi6k ellenseges adasat nem zavarjak, de a magantarsasagok adasait 

igy a Szabad Eur6paert is zavarjak. Csehszlovakiamn minden nyugati adast zavarnak, sot a 

Iengyel hatarboz kl:izeleso varosokba.n a lengyelek fele iranyul6 ellenseges adasokat is. Bulgaria 

minden nyugati adast zavar. Az NDK is, bar az elsosorba.n a nyugatberlini adasokat zavarja. 

Lengyelorszagba.n egyes Iengyel nyelvti ellenseges adasokat zavarnak. A Roman Nepkl:iztarsa

sagban semmit nem zavarnak. 

A masodik varians elfogadasa eseten az egesz apparatust fenn kell tartani, 

es igenybe kell venni a Szabad Eur6pa adasat zavar6 ktilfoldi segitseget stb. 

, 
KALLAl GYULA elvtars: 

A masodik varianst Iatnam e pillanatban kedvez6bb megoldasnak. Amit az 

elvtarsak indoklaskent az elso varians mellett felhoznak, hogy rendszertink szilard, politikailag 

j6 a hangulat, - ez igaz, de nem kell lebecstilni ezeknek az ellenseges radi6adasoknak hatasat. 

A nemzetkl:izi politikai helyzet is eleg vciltozekony es szamolni lehet azzal, bogy okozhat~U\k 

bizonyos zavarokat. A &vjetuni6ba.n , ahol pedig a rendszer politikai stabilitasa es az embere 
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ellenall6kepessege szi!ardabb, mint ncilunk, csak az allami radi6k adasanak zavar:isat szi.inteti 

meg. 

Barmely varianst fogadja is el a Politi.kai Bizottsag, a dolog realizcilasat 

illetoen en a kovetkezo ket elgondolast javasolom: 1.) Konzultcil.ni kellene a barati orszagokkal 

ebben a kerdesben. Ez nagyon fontos kerdes, mert sok tekintetben, amit mi elha.tarozunk, az 

masutt politi.kai kerdeskent is jelentkezik es sokszor fontos politikai kerdeskent. Ez a 

konzultaci6 meg az eljaras egyootetUsege szempontjab61 is fontos lenne. 2.) Ha az cillami 

adasok zavarasat megszUntetjUlc, erdemes volna a BBC-Yel es azUSA-val valamifele targya-. . 
last folytatni, tehat ezt a zavarast ne szUntessUk meg "olcs6n". Meg kellene veli.ik beszelni: 

megsztintetjiik a zavarast, ha. Ok elcillDak att61, bogy ellenseges celzatu adasokat sugarozzanak 

'Magyarorszaggal szemben. Ugy biszem, ennek van is realitasa. 

SZIRMAI ISTVAN elvtars: 

Azt javasolom a Politikai Bizottsagnak, bogy az elso varianst fogadja el es 

emelje hatarozatta. Ezt a kavetkez6kkel indokolom. Pontosan levan irva, bogy maximcilis 

erofeszitessel, tehat egesz ha.zai appa.ratusunk bedobasaval es ki.ilfOldi segitseggel a leg

ballgatottabb id6ben a zavaras 10 %-os. Tehat barki, barmilyeri kis radi6val akarja hallgatni 

a nyugati adast, ezt megteheti. Ennek kizar6lag csak p9liti.kai jelentosege vanes azt kell 

merlegelnie a Politikai Bizottsagnak, bogy ez a politikai hatas jelenleg pozitiv vagy negativ 

batasu. Velemenyem szerint negativ hatasu es nines erteline a 10 %-os hatasfoku zavarasnak 

a mi politikai eronket nezve. 

Hogy a Szovjetuni6 zavar, az mas jellegti dolog. 6 ugyanis nem 10 %-os 

batasfokkal, hanem ennel jobba n tud zavami. Mi Magyarorszagon barmilyen nagy technikai 

apparatust epitenenk ld., a teljes zavarast megoldani nem tudnank. Magyarorszag teriilete 

kicsi, es ezert is tortent a megallapodas annak idejen, bogy a csehek, !engel ek, romanok, 

megfelelo tavolsagokban zavartak az adasokat. 

Abban az esetben - itt Kadar elvtars kerdesere vataszolok - ba a masodik

varianst fogadjuk el, a7; nem jelent koltsegvetesi minuszt vagy takarekossagot, banem csak 

azt jelenti, bogy a !Deglevo appa.D:i tust iDi zonyos meghatarozott adasok zavarasara basznaljuk 

fel. 143 bullmlihosszon adnak es a rendelkezesre cill6 zavar6 apparatus szama 22. Tebat csak 

ennyi bullambosszon tudnank zavami a 143-b61. 

Van 8 db. 15 lcw-os es egy db. 100 kw-os zavar6 illomas. Ez nem a ~agyar-
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orszagra szant adasoka.t zavarja, hanem inkabb viszonossagi alapon a Szovjetuni6nak szant 

orosz nyelvti adasokat. Ezeket tovabbra is tizemeltetni kell. Amennyiben azonba.n lehet, 

j6 volna, ha ezt a_100 kw-os ktszephullamu ad6t tehermentesithetnenk es itt mtisort adhatnaruc. 

Ezzel kapcsolathan szeretnem felhivni a Politikai Bizottsag figyelmet, bogy - amint azt az 

eloterjesztes bevezetojeben szemleltet6en megmutatjak az elvtarsak - milyen 6riasi fejleszte 
• J . 

megy a nyugati orszagokban, ugyanakkor mennyire le van maradva a magyar radi6technika 
\ 

es a rendelkezesre ai16 ad6k kw-ereje is nagyon levan ktstve. Ket db. 100 kw-os ad6nk van 
. . 

es ezen megy az a 9 nyelvU propaganda.munka, amit a radi6 vegez. Ezert felbivom a figyelme· 

bogy a fejlesztessel is foglalkozzunk. 

Meg annyit: nekem is az a velemenyem, ha a P:ditikai Bizottsag es ennek 

megfele16en a kormany az egyes szamu varianst teszi magaeva, fel kell bivni. az ellenseges 

adasok szerkesztoinek vagy ra~6k tulajdonosainak figyelmet erre. T~an targyalni nan 

celszerti, de kozolni, kell, milcor sztintesstik meg a zavarast es ezzel szemben elvarjuk 

tOltik, bogy objektiv bangot Ussenek meg. Egyebkent a lengyeleknel is ilyen tapasztalatal 

t.allilkozunk; felejtik mar objektivebb bangot Utnek meg. 

Van meg egy javaslat, mely szerint az egesz zavar6 apparatus kertiljon 
.. 

at a BM-be. Azt biszem, ez nem politikai kerdes, aminek a BM-bez kell tartoznia. Fontosabb 

lenne jobban bekapcsolni ebbe a munkciba a radi6 es televizi6 vezetoseget. 

, 
BISZKU BELA elvtars: 

A javaslat 1957-ben volt a Politikai Bizottsag elott. Akkor mas volt a .~:::~'=;;; 

belyzet. Akkor ez az apparatus a BM feltigyelete alatt volt. .._. 
. ·c· 

·.·.:·.-:: .. 

Javasolom, bogy a dontes elott konzultaljunk. Meg kell mondani az illetekes 

barati orszagoknak, bogy n:ilunk ilyen dolog merUit fel, konzultalni szeretnenk velUk. 
I 

Nem szabad lebecsillni ezt a dolgot meg akkor sem, hacsak 10 %-os a hatekonysaga. Mikor 

nehezebb a helyzet, rakapcsol az ellenseges adas a remhirekre es ez tabbe kerill az orszag-
, 

nak, mint az eloterjesztesben is erintett 40_milli6 Ft. En azt javasolom, bogy a masodik . 

varians mellett dontstink. 

. ... ·.:;: 
Konzultalni ket o~6l ... ls kell: egyresZt: megkerdezni, bogy mi a velemen~ . 

.. . ... \ 

a helyzetr6l es azert is, bogyha leallunk a zavarasBal, mi legyen a 100 kw-os ad6val, mely ;: 

jelenleg tulajdonkeppen nekik dolgozik. . .":'I,~J.~ 
ORS~GOS LEVELT AR :~._:~~?{~. 
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Kovetkezo .kerdes a 8. oldal 4. pontjaval .kapcsolatos. Itt arr6l van sz6, 

bogy a jovo ev dere.kara dolgozzunk ld a Kozlekedes- es Postai.igyi Miniszteriummal, valamint 

a Radi6 es Televizi6 elnokevel kozosen javaslatot az idegen nyelvi.i mi.isorok technikai bazisa

nak fejlesztesere. Nem javasolom, bogy a Politi.kai Bizottsag ezt igy elfogadja. Kesztil a . 
Radi6 es Televizi6 komplex fejlesztesi terve, amely Ifia.gciban foglalja a bazai es idegen nyelvt 

adasok tejleszteset. Enne.k kereteben, nem pedig kiragadva keiiene ezzel foglalkozni. 

Veglegesen err61 csak a harmadik oteves terv j6vaba.gyasanB..llehetne donteni, biszen a hatra

levo ket. evben ttsbbletberuhazast nem latszik lehetsegesnek .befektetni. 

w· , 

NYERS REZSO elvtars: • 
Az egyes varianssal ertek egyet. A kettes szamu varians elfogadasa:: a 

jelenlegi Sllapot megmaradasat jelentene, ami ellentmondasos. Most Budapest bels6 teri.ileten 

tudunlc zavarni, de itt is vannak olyan adasok, amiket csak ki kell keresni a hallgat6knak es 

szaba.don hallgathatjci.k az ellenseges radi6adaso.kat. 

Egyetertek azzaU bogy tervtinket egyeztessUk a szocialita orszagokkal, 

bar ilyen egyeztetesek eddig nem voltak. A Szovjetuni6 sem egyeztetett veli.ink, amikor a 

zavarast reszlegesen megszi.intette, Romci.nia sem, csak egy levelet irt. 

Ahogyan a •masodik varicins le van irva, az pontatlan, mert hatekonyabb 

zavarast nem lehet beruhazasok nelldil eszkozolni. A kettes varians elfogadasanak csak akkor 

van ertelme, ha elhatcirozunk beruhazast. Ha ezt nem tessztik, akkor azt mondhatjuk, bogy 

a felszabadul6 .kapacitast forditsci.k ezeicnek erositesere, -de ettc51 nem lesz hatekonyabb a 

zavaras. 

Egesz ido alatt arra gondoltam, bogy a Politikai Bizottsag mennyire nem 

ismer fontos kerdeseket. Az eloterjesztesben foglalt dolgok ami egesz agitaci6 s- es propa

gandatevekenysegi.inknek fontos reszet kepezik. Amikor elolvastam az anyagot, csak amultam, 
, . 

bogy mi van ezen a teren. Es ne haragudj, Szurdi elvtars, de nem felderito leballgataso.kat 

kellett volna folytatni a megfelelo tajekoz6das megszerzese miat t, hanem · konzultalni kellett 

volna a ba.rati orszagokkal. . 

ORSZ:.-lGOS LEVELTAR 
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Nem tudok bozzasz6lni a dologhoz, mert egeszen mas a tenyleges helyzet, 

mint amilyen meggyozodesben eddig az ember elt. 1957 -l:E n foglalkoztunk eloszor ezzel a 

kerdessel, akkor azt mondtak nektinlc, zavarni kell. Megszavaztuk, mert ezt javasoltak, 

megdzavaztuk, bar sokba. kertilt. Most kidertil, hogy tenylegesen nem is zavarunk. Jelenfeg 

az a belyzet es ez a dolog politikai jelentosege, hogy torveny nem tiltja Magyarorszagon az 

idegen nyelvti adasok hallgatasat. Csak annyi van a koztudatban, hogy ezeket az eloadasokat 

titokban illik hallgatni. 

Most arr61 kell donteni, feltartjuk-e a jelenlegi allapotot vagy sem? Mondjak 

az elvtarsalc, bogy ez lenyegeben Budapestre es Pecsre ervenyes, illetve itt tudunk zavarni. 

Az erdemi dolog az lenne, ha Budapesten tudnllnk batekonyabba tenni a zavarast, mert regi 

tapasztalat, bogy aki Budapestet kezbentartja, az az orszagot tartja kezben. Budapest a cent-__ 

rum es innen indul ki minden. 

Tovabbi dolog, amit nem ertelc: nem tudom, bogy ebbo1 az egesz zavaras 

mechanizmusab61 miert az jon ki, bogy leggyengebb a zavaras eppen a legballgatottabb ido

pontba.n, delutan 3 -t61 ejfeag. 

, 
SZIRMAI ISTVAN elvtars: 

1
:,.1 I 

~~0. 

Merta segit6k ebben az idopontban a segitessel lecill.nak es sajat zavarasukat 

csinil.jak. 

Szirmai elvta.rs beszelt arr61, milyen fejlesztest csincilnalc Nyugaton. Ez 

minket 6vatossagra int, mert ha nekik megeri, hogy erre aldozzanalc, nektink.is megerne, hogy 

zavarni tudjuk adasUI:at. Tebat vagy arr61 v~ sz6, hogy zavarunk es akkor megfelelo osszeg 

kell erre a celra, vagy nem csinciljuk tovabb. A j6zan esz azt mondja, bogy ne csinaljuk. 

Meg egy kerdesr61 sz6 van: a kifele iranyul6 magyar adasokr61. Ez azonban 

nem ugyana~ a kerdes. · Ezt persze fejleszteni kell, ez j6 dolog, de teljesen mas kerdes. Killo

nitstik el innen most ezt. Elvileg ennelc az ~dasnak b6vitese mellett vagyunk, mert testverpart

jaink: is azt mondjcilc, ez nagyon hasznos nekik, - ebben a kerdesben azonban most nem kell 

es -nem is tudunk dOn.teni. 

A hatarozati javaslatoknai elsa helyre kell tenni a konzultaci6t. A lengyelek 

1956. vegen abbahagytcilc a za.varast, de megkertelc minket, mi azert za.varjunk. Mindenkivel 

) 
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konzultaJ.ni kell, akivel egyiltnnilkodesben vagyunk: a Szovjetuni6val, a lengyelekkel, a csehek.lce 

a romanokkal. Becsilletesen meg kell mondani: a Politi.kai Bizottsag meghallgatott egy tajekoz

tatast a zavarasr61 es megillapitotta, hogy a f6 id6szakban - a besegitessel egyiltt -

10 % erejeig tudjuk zavarni a vetelt. Ez nagy koltsegbe keriil ~s ugy latszik, nines ertelme 

fenntartani, ezert 1964. januar l-t61 besZlintetjilk a zavarast es lemondunk arr61 a segitseg

r61, amit ezzel .kapcsolatba.n eddig t61tik kaptunk. Ugyanakkor keszek vagyunk abban a keretben 

a tovcibbia.kban is nekik segitseget nyujtani. 

Felmertilt, hova tartozzon a politi.kai iranyitas. Ha a politikai bizottsagi 

hatarozat a fentieket mondja ki, akkor ez alarendelt kerdes. Az apparatus ott van, a milszaki 

apparatus maradjon ott, ahol jelenleg vanes a politikai iranyitast a pcirtkozpont sajt6 alosztcilya 

tartsa kezben. 

Ingyen, vagy penzert, olcs6n vagy dragcin adjuk, ha lecillunk? Mit erdemes 

itt csinilili? Beszelni kell az angolokkal es az USA -val, illetve kozlest ~ell felejilk ten:i:J.i, 

melyben azt mondjuk: elhatciroztuk, hogy egy bizonyos id6 mulva kiserletkeppen atmenetileg · 

megsztintetjtik a zavad:st es ha Onok keJEsek arra, bogy az objektivitasr~ kicsit emlekeztet6 
I - • 

adaso.kat sugarozzanak, akkor nem is illitjuk vissza. Ellenkez6 esetben visszaallitjulc. 

Hathetes hataridc5vel a konzultaci6t le kell folytatni, annak eredrnenyet be 

l<ell hozni a Politikai Bizottsaghoz, azutan a Politi.kai Bizottsag meg egyszer megerc5siti 

elhatarozasat es ezt kovet6en kell a kozlemeny. A konzultaci6t Szirmai elvtars folytassa le 

a testverpcirtok egy ti.tkarsagi tagjaval telefonon vagy levelben. · 

Kmf. 

JtzOkonyvezte: 
(_. . ·rt-£\.. ~ l!-c"\.. l r. 

{ eher Margit) ) 

7 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

[Excerpt]
striCtlY Confidential!
Made in 3 copies.

minutes

Of the meeting of the Politburo on October 8, 1963

ATTENDED BY: comrades Antal Apró, Béla Biszku, Lajos Fehér, Jenő Fock, Sándor
Gáspár, János Kádár, Gyula Kállai, Zoltán Komócsin, Ferenc Münich, Sándor Rónai,
István Szirmai, and furthermore: comrades Miklós Ajtai, János Brutyó, Lajos Cseterki,
Pál Ilku, Rezső Nyers, and comrades Károly Németh and Árpád Pullai.

4. Report on the situation concerning radio protection 

Comrade István Kossa:

The Ministry of Transportation and Postal Services endorses the first variant and
proposes that the Politburo should adopt this position. We do not see any sense in
supporting the second variant. Even if the jamming capacity were to be concentrated
in certain areas or at certain times, we could only jam fractions of the programs
broadcast by Radio Free Europe and Patrol. We need to get the equipment ready, and
if the Ministry of the Interior deems it necessary, we can start jamming the station
periodically. By the way, even if we jam the station, most of the jamming will be
concentrated on the Budapest and Pécs regions. So even if jamming were
maintained, the hostile radio programs would be heard freely almost in the whole of
Hungary.

Comrade János Kádár:

Does anybody have any information as to how this thing is handled in our allied
countries? What is the real difference between the first and the second variant from a
technical and financial aspect?

Comrade István Szurdi:

Some comrades in this office had a chance to monitor for a few days how jamming
was done in some allied countries. The results of monitoring are as follows: the
broadcasts of state-owned radio stations are not jammed in the Soviet Union, but the
programs of private stations, including Radio Free Europe [Radio Liberty is meant],
are jammed. In Czechoslovakia every Western station is jammed, even hostile
programs targeting Poland in cities near the Polish border. Bulgaria also jams every
Western station, so does the GDR, though they mostly jam broadcasts from West
Berlin. In Poland only certain hostile programs in the Polish language are jammed. No
broadcasts are jammed in the People's Republic of Romania.

Comrade Gyula Kállai:

At the moment I believe the second variant is to be favored. As for the arguments
that are brought up by the comrades to support the first variant-our system is stable,
the political atmosphere is good in the country-I agree, but I think we should not
underestimate the effects of these hostile radio programs. The international political
situation is rather unstable, and we need to bear in mind that they could cause some
trouble. The Soviet Union, where the system is more stable politically and the people



can resist more firmly than in Hungary, stopped the jamming of state-owned stations
only.

Whichever variant is adopted by the Politburo, I propose the following two things to
consider before one of the two variants is implemented: 1) We should consult with
our allied countries on this issue. What we are going to decide on is a very important
political issue and it emerges as such in every country, as an extremely important
political issue. The consultation I am proposing would be important also from the
point of view of following a uniform procedure. 2) If the jamming of state-owned radio
stations is going to be stopped, we should perhaps start negotiations with the BBC
and the USA; that is, we should not stop jamming their stations without a "price." We
should tell them that we will stop jamming their stations, and in return they should
give up broadcasting hostile programs to Hungary. I think this is a feasible
proposition.

Comrade István Szirmai:

I propose that the Politburo should adopt the first variant and make a resolution of it.
My arguments supporting this variant are as follows. It has been established that the
efficiency of jamming in the periods most frequently listened to by people is 10%,
even with maximal efforts using all the apparatus at our disposal in our country,
including foreign assistance. So anybody who wants to listen to these Western
stations can do so even on a small radio. The whole thing has only political
significance, and the Politburo should consider whether this political impact is positive
or negative. In my view it is negative, so there is no point in jamming with an
efficiency of 10% as far as our political power is concerned.

The fact that the Soviet Union also jams stations is a different matter, for their
efficiency is not 10% but much higher. However even if sophisticated technology
were to be installed in Hungary, we would not be able to jam these station entirely.
The territory of Hungary is small; this is why we made an agreement with the Czechs,
the Poles and the Romanians that they would jam the broadcasts from an appropriate
distance.

In case we decide to adopt the second variant-and here I am answering comrade
Kádár's question-it would not involve any budgetary deficit or require special
austerity [measures]. It would simply mean that the available equipment would be
used to jam only certain predetermined broadcasts. Currently, 143 wavelengths are
used for such broadcasts but the equipment available is capable of jamming only 22.
That means we could jam only 22 of the 143 wavelengths.

We have eight jamming stations with a 15 kW capacity and one with 100 kW. These
are not used to jam broadcasts targeting Hungary but rather Russian language
programs targeting the Soviet Union on the basis of mutual agreement. These
stations must be maintained in the future too. However, if possible, it would be a
good idea to free this medium wave station and use it for broadcasting our own
programs. In this context I would like to call the attention of the Politburo to the fact
that-as has been amply demonstrated in the introduction to the report by the
comrades-enormous technical development is taking place in Western countries,
while Hungarian radio technology is lagging behind so that the capacity of the
available radio stations is saturated. We have two 100kW broadcasting stations
transmitting propaganda programs in 9 languages by Hungarian radio. So I want to
urge you to devote more attention to development.

One more thing that I want to add. I believe that if the Politburo, and as a result, the
government, adopts the first variant, we should call the attention of the editors and
owners of hostile radio stations to this fact. Perhaps we should not enter into
negotiations with them, but we should let them know when jamming will be stopped



and make it clear to them that in return we expect them to strike a more objective
tone in their programs. By the way, the Poles are in the same situation, and the
broadcasts targeting them are much more objective now.

There is another proposal on the table that the jamming apparatus should be
transferred to the Ministry of the Interior. I believe this is not a political issue, and it
should belong to the Ministry of the Interior. It would be important to involve the
leaders of the radio and the television in this work.

Comrade Béla Biszku:

This proposal was submitted to the Politburo in 1957. The situation was different at
that time. Then the apparatus was overseen by the Ministry of the Interior.

I suggest that we should conduct consultations before we make a decision. We have
to inform the relevant friendly states that such a problem has arisen in our country
and that we would like to consult with them on this issue. We should not
underestimate this problem even if efficiency is only 10%. Whenever the situation
gets more difficult, the enemy broadcasts immediately jump on rumors and that costs
the country more than the HUF 40 million mentioned in the report. I propose that we
should adopt the second variant.

Comrade Miklós Ajtai:

There are at least two reasons why we need to consult with them: on the one hand
we should ask them their opinion of the situation, and on the other we should ask
them what to do with the 100kW station if we stop using it for jamming, since it
practically works for them at the moment.

Another question concerns section 4 on page 8. What is set forth here is that we
should work out a proposal by the middle of next year to develop the technical
background for foreign language programs together with the leaders of the
Hungarian Radio and Television and the Ministry of Transportation and Postal
Services. I do not think the Politburo should accept this proposal in its present form.
The preparation of a complex development plan for Hungarian Radio and Television is
underway, and this includes the development of domestic and foreign-language
programs. The issue should be dealt with in this framework rather than separately.
The final decision can only be made when the Third Five-Year Plan is approved, for
extra investment is not feasible in the remaining two years of the current Plan.

Comrade Rezső Nyers:

I endorse the first variant. The adoption of the second variant would mean that the
current situation would be maintained, and this is inconsistent. at the moment we are
capable of jamming the stations in the central areas of Budapest, but even in such
areas there are broadcasts that can be easily tuned to and freely listened to by
anybody.

I agree with negotiating our plan with the socialist countries, though we have not
conducted any such negotiations before. the soviet union did not discuss the issue
with us when it decided to partially stop jamming. neither did romania, they simply
wrote a letter.

The way the second variant is described is rather inaccurate, for the efficiency of
jamming can not be enhanced without investment. the adoption of the second variant
only makes sense if we make a decision on some investment. if we fail to do so, we



can still say that any capacity that can be freed up should be used to strengthen
existing capacity, but that will not make jamming any more efficient.

Comrade János Kádár:

All this time I have been thinking how ignorant the Politburo is of some very
important issues. The things contained in the report are an integral part of our
propaganda campaign. When I read the report I was amazed to see what is going on
in this respect. And I am sorry to have to say this, comrade Szurdi, but instead of
tapping phone lines to get the required information, negotiations should have been
conducted with our allied countries.

I cannot comment on this issue because the actual situation is very different from
what we all believed to be the case. This issue was raised first in 1957, and then we
were told that we should jam these stations. We voted for it because that was what
was proposed to us, though it cost a lot of money. Now it turns out that in reality we
are not jamming their stations. The present situation is-and this is the political
significance of this issue-that listening to foreign radio stations is not forbidden by law
in Hungary. However, the common view is that these broadcasts had better be
listened to in secret.

What we need to decide on now is whether we are going to maintain the current
situation or not. The comrades are telling us that it essentially involves only Budapest
and Pécs; that is, we can only jam the stations in these regions. Making jamming
more effective in the Budapest region would really be a substantial development, for
it is a long-lasting lesson from the past that, if we have a hold over Budapest, we can
control the whole country. Budapest is the center, and everything starts from here.

There is another thing that I do not understand. I wonder why the results of surveys
of the efficiency of jamming show that the least effective period is from 3 PM to
midnight, right when the most people listen to these programs.

Comrade István Szirmai:

That is because external assistance is stopped during this period, for they are all
engaged in doing their own jamming.

Comrade János Kádár:

Comrade Szirmai mentioned how intensive a development was carried out in the
West. This should caution us, for if it is worth it for them to spend so much on it, it
would also be worth it for us being able to jam their broadcasts. So the issue is that
either we jam the stations, and allocate the required money to it, or we do not
continue with jamming. Common sense tells me we should not.

There is another issue here concerning Hungarian radio programs targeting foreign
countries. However, this is not the same issue. Of course, these programs should be
improved and developed, it is a good thing. But it is a totally different issue. Let us
separate the two issues. In principle we should endorse the expansions of these
broadcasts, for our fraternal parties also say that they are useful for them. However,
we cannot make a decision on this issue now.

Consultation should be given priority in the resolutions. The Poles stopped jamming at
the end of 1957 but they asked us to continue jamming. We should consult with every
country with which we collaborate: the Soviet Union, the Poles, the Czechs and the
Romanians. We have to tell them honestly: the Politburo discussed a report on



jamming and concluded that hostile stations could only be jammed-even with
external assistance-with an efficiency of 10% in the most frequented periods. It incurs
enormous costs and it seems that there is no point in continuing with the jamming.
Therefore, as of January 1, 1964, jamming will be terminated and we will no longer
need the assistance that they provided for us. At the same time we are ready to
provide assistance for them in the same framework in the future.

The issue of political supervision has also been raised. If the resolution of the
Politburo endorses the above, then it is only of secondary importance. The apparatus,
the technical equipment should stay where it is now, and political supervision should
be provided by the press subdivision of the Party center.

Shall we stop jamming for free or for money, shall we set a low or a high price for it?
What would be a sensible thing to do? We should talk with the English and the USA,
or rather we should send them a statement in which we say we have decided to
terminate jamming temporarily, and if you are willing to broadcast programs with at
least some signs of objectivity, we will not resume it either. If you fail to do so, we will
resume it.

The consultations should be conducted within six weeks and the results should be
brought to the Politburo for further discussion. The Politburo should then confirm its
position and the statement should follow. The consultation should be conducted with
the fraternal parties by comrade Szirmai by phone or in writing.

Dated as above:

Record made by: 
(Margit Fehér)


