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Ambassador’s Copy
CONHDBENTHAL
Conversation. May 18, 1944
Present: Professor Lange
Mr. Hamilton

Subject: Professor Lange’s talk with Marshal Stalin.

Professor Lange telephoned this afternoon and asked to call. When he arrived, he told me that he
had decided to leave for the United States on next Monday and that on his return trip he was to
stop to visit a Polish community somewhere near Novosibirsk.

Professor Lange said that last might he had seen Marshal Stalin, that Mr. Molotov had been
present, and that the conversation had lasted for about an hour and a half. He said that Marshal
Stalin had asked him what opinion he had formed as to the sincerity of the statements the Soviet
Government had made with respect to Poland. Professor Lange said that the had replied that he
based his judgment of Soviet policy on what he had seen of the members of the Polish Army in the
Soviet Union, that these men obviously looked forward to and believed in an independent Poland,
and that they were not puppets of the Soviet Union. Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin had
said that he favored not only an independent Poland but also a strong Poland. Marshal Stalin had
commented in regard to Polish frontier questions. He had said that East Prussia and territory to the
west as far as and including Stettin should go to Poland and that parts of Silesia should also be
given to Poland. He talked as though this was not only his own view but one which was held also
by the British Government and the American Government. As to Poland’s boundaries on the east,
Professor Lange said that he has asked a direct question about Lwow and had referred to the fact
that the Poles seemed to feel very strongly about the retention of Lwow by Poland. Marshal Stalin
had replied that this would have to be studied and remarked that it would raise the question of
demands from the Ukraine and the question of Ukrainian nationalism to which Stalin apparently felt
that as a result of the sacrifices of the Ukraine during the war special attention should be given.

Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin had raised the question whether it might not be a good
idea for Professor Lange, after his return to the United States, to make a trip to London to talk with
members of the Polish Government there and tell them what he had seen in the Soviet Union, the
views of members of the Polish armed forces here, and the statements which Marshal Stalin was
making to Professor Lange. Marshal Stalin advanced the view that possible Professor Lange as a
private citizen might do some good by making such a trip, at least he could make the trip without
commitment and talk without commitment. Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin had mentioned
that his only means of getting his views before the Polish Government in London was through the
British Government, that he never knew exactly how these views were presented, and that possibly
sometimes the British Government had some ideas of its own on the matter, and that it might be
useful if a private American citizen who was not directly party to the matter and who did not
represent a government would himself talk to the Polish leaders in London and tell them of his visit
to the Soviet Union. Marshal Stalin suggested that Professor Lange talk also to Sosnkowski and
find out what he had in mind. Marshal Stalin did not think it a good idea for Professor Lange to go
to London directly from the Soviet Union as that might carry an implication that Professor Lange
was carrying out some mission or some message from the Soviet Government. When Professor
Lange had asked whether there was any chance of an understanding being reached between the
Soviet Government and the Polish Government in London, Marshal Stalin has replied, according to
Professor Lange, that the door was always open to an understanding.

Professor Lange said that when he got to the United States he thought he would take up with the
State Department the question of his making the trip to London for the purpose of discussions with



members of the Polish Government there.

Professor Lange said that Stalin was disappointed at a recent speech made by Mikolajczyk and
that Stalin thought Mikolajczyk had displayed in this speech a very anti-Soviet attitude.

Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin had told him of some contacts which had taken place
between the Red Army and the Polish Underground. Marshal Stalin had said that a few leaders of
the Polish Underground had gotten in touch with the Red Army to offer and discuss cooperation;
that the Soviet reply had been that they welcomed cooperation but that the Polish underground
should function under the military leadership and direction of the Red Army; that the underground
leaders had then left and that nothing further had been heard from them but that individual
members of the Polish underground, men in ranks, had come over and joined the Red Army.
Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin was supremely confident that the Red Army would be
welcomed by the Polish people as it entered Polish territory and drove the Germans out of it.
Marshal Stalin had said that he would not set up an AMGOT in Poland.

With regard to Germany, various comments were made during the talk with Stalin. One school of
thought was to the effect that Germany might be treated in such a way that Germans would be
satisfied and therefore would not wish to engage in further attempts at aggression. Another school
of thought was to the effect that Germany should be rendered powerless to engage in further
aggression. Professor Lange said that Stalin favored the second school of thought. Professor
Lange said that he has commented to Stalin that the only way to insure Germany being rendered
powerless and kept powerless to engage in further aggression was there to be firm understanding
and cooperation between the Soviet Union, the United States, and Great Britain was not a matter
of expediency but was being established on firm and permanent lines and on a solid foundation.

Professor Lange said that Marshal Stalin had said that the trouble with France was that the French
were not patriotic and were not willing to make sacrifices for their country; that a regeneration was
taking place but that it would require a long time.

Professor Lange said that he would like to send a message to the Minister of Labor in the Polish
Government in London, who is now in the United States where he has been attending the ILO
Conference in Philadelphia, suggesting that he remain in the United States until Professor Lange
returned. Professor Lange thought that is the Polish official knew that Professor Lange was
returning soon, he would wait to see Professor Lange. Professor Lange said that he would like to
have a talk with this man. He wondered how best to communicate with hi,. | inquired whether he
has thought of sending a telegram through normal channels. | said that the service was good.
Professor Lange was somewhat afraid that the fact that he sent a message might become known
to the press at home. He referred to the fact that the present British restrictions on entry and exit of
persons might cause this Polish official to remain in the United States for the time. Professor Lange
said that he would give further thought to the question of sending a message either directly or
through his wife.

Professor Lange said that he had prepared a short statement to give the press here, who had been
after him a great deal to make some statement. He gave me the statement to read. In the first part
there was set forth the circumstances under which he had come to the Soviet Union, that he had
been invited by the Union of Polish Patriots, and a statement of what he had done here. He
expressed thanks to the Union of Polish Patriots, to Wanda Wasilewska, and to Mr. Molotov. In the
last paragraph he extended good wishes to the Polish Army in the Soviet Union in their fight
against Germany, the common enemy of the Soviet Union and the United States. When Professor
Lange asked me for any comment | told him that | could make no comment in regard to his
proposed statement, that he had come to the Soviet Union as a private American citizen, that he
had come here as a guest and at the invitation of the Soviet Government, that the United States
Government recognized the Polish Government in London, that that was the situation when he left
home and it of course was still the situation. He said that he did not wish to say anything that would
embarrass the United States Government and | simply repeated part of what | had previously said.



We chatted for a few minutes more and then Professor Lange left, saying that he would drop in at
some time on Saturday to say goodbye.

MMH: els



§ ssa1duo)) Jo Areaqr] ‘BoIsIALQ ydurdsnuey 3 JO SUORII[0)) S tioxy peanpoaday :,

Copdere o 170 o R Horcbnn s LOC
g L\ § Oﬂ“‘% \—’ AMBASSADCR{}A}I’Y K
oa%m S ’

Conversation, May 18, 1944
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Prasent: Professor lLange
Nr, uhutlﬁou“

Sudbjeot)

Professor Lange telephoned this affernocon and
ssked to 0all,” When he arrived, ne t0ld 2o that he
had deoided Vo leave for the Unlted States om mext
Monday and that on his return trip ke was $o stop to
visit a Polish eommunity somewhere mear Novoeitirsk,

Professor lLange said that leot aight Mo had seen
Marshel Stalin, that Mr, Nolotov had been present,
and that the oconversation had lasted for adout an
hour and a half, He said that Karshal Stslin had
askod him what opinion he had formed as to the sinoerity.
of the statements the Soviet Governzent had mwade with
reepoot %0 Foland, Profesasor znngﬁ said that he had
replied that Re bdesed his Judgment of Soviet poliocy on
what he had seon of the menbers of the Folish Ar
in the Soviet Unlon, that these man\whvauuull 1o0ked
forward to and belisved in an independent Poland, and
that theoy were mot puppets of the Soviet Unlon, Fro-
fessor lange said that Marshel Stalin hod seid thet
he favored mot only an independesnt Poland Yut also a
strong Poland, Marshal Stalin had comsmented in regerd
to Polish frontier questions, Ho had said that Rast
Prussia and territory te the wast ap far as and
inuludlnf Stettin should go to Poland and that parte
of Silesin should also be given to Poland, Bs talked
ay though this was not only his own view but one whieh
was held also by the British Goversment aud the
American Government. As t¢ Foland's boundapies on the
east, Professor lange sald that he had asked a direct
qu&uezon about Lwow and dad referred to the faot that
the Poles sesmed to feel very strongly ebout the
retention of lwow by Foland, Marshal 8telim haé
repiied that this would have to be stuldied and remarked
that it would raise the question of demands from the
Ukyaine and the question of Ukraintan nationslism to
whioh 8talin apparently felt that as a yesult of the
saorifices of the Ukraine during the war speclal
attention should be gliven.

Professor lange sald that Narshel Stalin had raised
the question whoether it might not be a good idea for

Professor
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Praressor lange, after his returs to the
United Btates, to mabe & trip to london %o talk with
aabars of the Folish Mrmm shears and Sold ‘?m
what he had secn in she Sovylat Unlon, the vlmb Y
menbars of the Folieh armed tumu hare
statements which Narshel Stalin wap uﬁim
Frofessoxy m; Sarashal Stalin sdvapged the viw

thet posuld sor lange a» a private oltizen -
n&}gt’m mi: good By mﬁﬁ suth & Seip, at lenst he

eould make the Srip mmm conuitment and talk vuhom.

QTsz. Protestor lange said HM QNI Mn n
mmm ehaﬁ his only uum of gett a viows
1ish Government in lendon was
m tﬁti» Governmant, that be never kuew tm 4
8¢ views wers prepented, and that poseidly
lmumu the Rritish Goyernuwent had some 1d46¢4s of ite
ot the mattey, and that it aight Yo useful if &
t rivates Auoriean ¢itizen who was not directly party
m mattey and who 4id not rmrquut A government
Munlt talk to the Yolish leaders in MMM
% Shem of his vieit to thb Boviet Union
mmﬁ Stalin sted thet Professor Lange
slse w Bospkowski and find out whu h‘ lmd 0 mm.
urm Stelin 414 not shink 4t &
Prof ula r lange to go to Lendon amm
w;ﬂ nion u that night sury u im «m
Professoy » was oarryiog ou mem
nogsage from the Soviet wamnt. ﬂmx motum
Lange had esked whiether there was ohm:
understanding being nmm botween the ot ﬁawrm

ment and the Folieh @ nt in )
ammu had munz «mr ing to Frof m or wm, that

he do0r wap u:wayn open $¢ an diidorstanding,

Frofessor lange culd that when he got to the
United Btates he shought be woul tm u{ with the
Btate Department the question of his meking the trip
t¢ loudon for the purpose of Mamumﬁt th nonber »
of the Poliph Government thers.

Professoy langs ma that ﬂnlm was dlgeppointed

‘e a recent speech made { ¥ikolajoryk and that Manu

iwht mmuﬁz yk had displayed in this tymwrx a very
anti«Boviet at Mm. ,

Professoy un ® un « thu mm& Stelin hed told
him of some eontacts whioh hed taken place between the
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Red Arnmy and She Follish unlerg o Mareshal 3talin
bad sald that a fow lesders she Folish underground
Mad gotten Lu tcuck with She Red Army to offer and
disguss ccoperstion; shat the Soviet rupxinrnﬂ 80
that they weleomed cooperation dut that the Folim
derground should funotion under the military leadere
ship and direetion of She Red githnt the underground
leaders had thea left and that nothing further had deen
heard from them but shat isdividuc]l mexders of the -
Polish underground, wen in ryanks, had ooms over end ',
Joined the Med Aray, This had besn done in small o
Pratessar lange said that Mavaba] Stalin v %
4

e ' yould ve wuzobz“i
‘lf“'“’”*ilﬁqggnalt;namggg5p‘;._--%~.v** 14_be ”
and drove the Germans out of it,

| Nershal 8%
8aid that he would not set up an ANGOT im Foland,

With regard to Germany, various comments wers made
during the talk with 3talin, One sobool of thought was
to the effeet that Qermany m&ght be treated in suoh a
::z that Oeymane would b satiefisd and therefors would }

wish to uneaga in further attespts at ression, /
Another sohool of thought was to the effeet that Germany
should %e rendered powerless to engage in furthey

ression. Frofessor ¢ snid that Stalin favered
the seoond sohool of thought, Frofessor Lange sald
that he had eommented to Stalin shat the only way te
insure Germany being readered powerless and g: POWEY-
less to engege 1n further aggréesion was foy there to
be fira understanding snd ecoperation bvetween the Soviet
Unien, the United States, and Oreat Britaim, Professor
Lnngo said that in this comneotion Stalin had ecanented
that ¢oopsration and understunding bvetweon the Soviet
Union, the United States, and Orest Byitain was not a
mattor of o:zodinnuy but wuz belng established on firm
and permanent lines and on o solid foundation,

Professor lange said that Marshel Stalin had seid
that the trouble with Frence was that the Frenoh were
not patriotie and were not willing to wmake sagrifices
for thelr countyys that a regenerstion was taking plsos
but that 1t would require a long time,

Professor lange said that he would like to send a
nessage to the Mipister of labor is the Folish Goveriae
ment in London, who i{m now in the Unived States whers

he
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he Bap Daen attending Sbe ILO Sonferends im Fhiladelphia,
sting shat he remain in the United States unti)

Profe e returasd, Frofessor Lange thought thet

i ahia Follsh official knew tShat Frofessoy . WS

ro:gnln; so0n, b would wait te ses Frofessor ’

Pr um:r Iangs sald that ke would 1like to have s talk

with this man. Ne wondered how Dest ¢o eammunicate with
- M, 1 i{nquired whether bs had thougdt of sending ¢
talegram thro norsa) chuntels. I sald shat the service
wags good, Professor lange was somevhat afraid that the
faet Ahat e had sent & mesesge alght “ecome known teo
the press at home. Ye referred to the faot that the
present Brisish restrioticns on entry and exit of persons
sight oauss this Poliskh official 0 remain in the United
States for the time, Professor Lange sald that he would
give further thought to the question of sending s menssge
oithey divestly or through his wife,

Professce lange said shat be had prepsred a short
statoment to give the press here, who had beon after
Rim a great deal %o make aote statement, NHe gave me the

statenent to read. In the first mgz there was set forth
o

the eircumstancen under whioh he one to the 19t
Unfon, that he had beod Savited by the Union of Polish
Patriots, and a statoment of what he had done Dhere,
sxpressed thanke to the Unlon of Polish Patriots, to
Wanda Wasilewsks, and to Nr. Molotov. e mentioned that
he bad seen Marshal Stelln and ¥Mr, Molotovs In the last
znugnih ke extended good wishes to the Folish Apmy in
he Doviet Unlon in thelr fight agsinet Cermany, tiw
oOmRon enemy of the Sovist Union and the United States,
When Professor lange ssked me for my comment I told
that I eould meke no comment {n regurd to his propo
stotenent, that d had come to the Soriet Union as &
privete Amsriocan eitizen, that he had goms here ax & guest
and at the invitation of the Acviet Govern s Shat the
United States Goverument recognhised the Folish Government
_ don, that that was the situation when be laft home
i{’ of eourss was 3till the situation, He sald that
he 414 not wish to ssy enything that would embarrass the
United States Government and I simply vepested part of
what I had previously said.

We ohatted for & few minutes xore and then Professor
lange left, saying that be woeuld drop in st some time on
Saturday to say goodbye,
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